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CHRIST the People's CovENANT, Sc. 


Is. xlii. 6.--- I will give thee for a Covenant of the People. 


M 


Y dear Friends, if your Ears be open, there are 
three Things that you may hear this Day, 1/2. 
You may hear what Minifters will ſay; but 

that is a Matter of ſmall Moment, and it 1s but a poor 

Errand, if you be only come to hear what a poor, mor- 

tal, ſinful Fellow-creature will ſay to you. Little Mat- 
ter what we ſay, if God himſelf do not ſpeak in to your 

Hearts Therefore, 2. Vou may hear what God ſays to 

you : This is a Matter of great Moment, for God's ſpeak- 

ing can make us both hear and live, tho we were as deaf 
as Stocks, and as dead as Stones. He ſpake the old Cre- 
ation out of Nothing, and he can ſpeak a new Creation 
out of us, who are worſe than Nothing. Indeed it will 
be a Wonder, if he do not teak terrible Things in 

Righteouſneſs unto us, becauſe of our Sins; and really, 

if A ſpeak to us out of Chriſt, it will be dreadful. 

Therefore, 3. Vou may come to hear what God ſays to 

Chriſt, and this is of the greateſt Moment of all. TO 

hear what Miniſters ſay to the Congregation, is a little 

Thing; to hear what God fays to you, is a great Thing. 
But to hear what God ſays to Chrift, is one of the grea- 

teft Things that can be heard. God in his Word ſpeaks 

to the Sons of Men, and perhaps you have noticed that : 

But he ſpeaks alſo to the Son of God, to his Etergal 

Son; and perhaps that is what you have little noticed - 
to this Day. Why, what ſays bo to Chriſt ? Is it any 

Thing that we the People are concerned with? Yea, 

what he ſays to Chriſt is of the greateſt Concern to us, 
and It is this, I will give Thee for a Covenant of the People. 

O, might the Great and Eternal Father ſay to his Great 

and Eternal Son, who is one God with him and the E- 

ternal Spirit, Yonder is a Company of People meeting 


in Dunfermline about a Communion- table, with a View 
: ro 


— 


it. 2. How ſweetly does he ſpeak to him from v. 5, 6. 
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to the ſealing of the Covenant; but their Work will be 


to litrie Purpoſe, if they view not TER, my beloved 
Son, to be the Spring, the Spirit, the Life, the All of. 
the Covenant: Their Coverant will be buta poor Bar- 
gain wichout THEE ; and therefore, B. hold, I will give 
THEE, for a Covenont of the Peeple | O a ſweer Saying as 
ever was ſaid in the World! and no Wonder, for 'tis a 
Part of a Sermon whereof God himſeit is the Preacher, 
and Chriſt is tre Text, and the Spirit is the Voice that 
conveys it. If we had much of this Spirit wich us, we 
might ſee how ſw ee ly this glorious Preacher handles 
this wondertul Text, from the Beginning of the Chap- 
ter: O how ſweetly does he ſpeak of him inthe firſt four 
Verſes! and how ſweetly does he ſpeak to him from the 
5th Verfe and downward ! Frſt, How ſweetly does he 
ſpeak of him, Behold my Servant whom I uphold, mine Ele& 
in whe my Soul delighteth, &c. That Chriſt is the Subject 
here treated of, you need not queſtion, if you compare 
this firſt Verſe with Matth. 12. 18. Where Chrift ex- 
eſly applies it to himſelf: And now, when the Father 
here ſpeaks of Chriſt, every Word is a Word of Com- 
mendation ; He commends him for a good Servant in his 
Mediatory Work, Beheld my Servant, &c. He commends 
bim for a well qualified Saviour, I have put my Spirit ap- 
on him; and he ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles : He 


comments him for a meek Saviour, He ſhall not cry &c. 


Y. 2 He commerds him for a tenderhearred Saviour, 4 
bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, &c. v. 3. He commends 
him for an able Saviour, that will rhrough his Work 
maugie'all Impediments, He ſha#l not fail, &c. v. 4. and 
the les ſhall wait fer his Lam; the Iſle of Britain not ex- 
cepted, and rot forgetting Scotland in the North-end of 
Ard here notice both the Divine Preface ro this Part of 
the Sermon, and then the Divine Diſcourſe. 1. The 
Preface, ſhewing the glorious Dignity of the Preacher, v. 
5. Thus ſaith the Lord Here the glorious JEHovan is: 
commending him{eif, as it well ſets him and none but 


him to do. Who is it that is ſpeaking ? It is the Lo ON 
- | the 


„ 


be the great Lord of Heaven, Earth, and Mankind; It is 


ved the Lord of all the Heavens that 1s ſpeaking, he that cre- 
| of. ated the Heavens and ſtretched them out; It is the Lord 
Zar- of all the Eart i that 1s ſpeaking, he that ſpread forth 
ve the Earth and that which cometh out of it; It is the 
g as Lord of all Mankind that is ſpeaking, He that gives 
is a Breath unto the People upon it, and Spirit to them that 
her, 


dwell therein: _ then, he 1s the God that hath Au- 


that thority to make the following Covenant with the Meſſi- 
we Wah, and give a Commithon to him. Tnerefore, 2, No- 
dles rice the Divine Diſcourſe itſelf, and what he ſays to 
1ap- 2hrift, v 6. 7 the Lord have called thee, &c. He had ſpo- 
four ken ſweetly of him, and here he ſpeaks as ſweetly to 
the him, and in this Speech is opened up to us the great 
s he Myſtery of the Covenant of Redemption betwixt the 
Ele: ather and the Son from Eternity, and the Opening 
Yect hereof in Time makes it a Covenant of Grace to us. 
pare And here we may ſee ſeveral Parts of che Indenture he 
| ex- pinds and obliges himſelf unto. 
ther The firſt Piece of the Indenture is, I have called thee 
20M= 1\Righteouſneſs Here is the Vocation; he takes not this 
n his Pffice of being Mediator upon him, without being called 
ends Fhereto; and God called him thereto in Righteouſnefs 
t up- e was rightly called, for the Right of Redemption fell 
: He aro his Hand ;he was rightly called, for he was able for 
>&c. Me Work, and fir for it; he was rightly called, for 
r, A was willing to the Work, and voluntarily offered 
ends Wnſclf, Lo, I come, &c. Hewas rightly called; for as 
Vork od did him no Wrong, ſo he did himſelf right, and 
and Wovided for the Glory of all his Perfections in this Way. 
t ex- rc cond Piece of the Indenture is, 1 will hold thine . 
rd of ; that is another Thing he ſays to him: Go, fays 
5, 6 W and I'll hold thee by Hand all the Way, I'Il bear 
art of Expences of that hard Service: Chriſt goes this 
The Marfare on God's Charges, he bears equal Burden in 
er, v. WE Wark of our Redemption. We are Fools in our 
AH 19: Ve, it we love not the Father as well as the Son. Tae 
e but 1 0 Perſons of the adorable Trinity had all 
Lord, do it, and they go Hand in Hand about it, I 
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The third Piece of the Indenture, or the other Thing 
he ſays to Chriſt, is, I will keep thee ; I, ſays the great 
EHOVAH to the God Man Mediator, I will keep thee 
when the Sins of an Elect World ſhall all meet upon 
thee ; when the Curſes of the Law, the Terror of Ju- 
ſtice, the Vengeance of Heaven, and the Fury of Earth 
and Hell ſhall invade and incompaſs thee, I will keep 
and preſerve thee, and make all theſe red Seas to divide 
and make Way for thee to paſs through triumphantly. 
The fourth Piece of the Indenture is in the Words of 
our Text, and it is one of the great and glorious Things 
he ſays to Chriſt, I will give thee for a Covenant of the Peo- 
ple, a Light te the Gentiles, &c. Whatever be their Ma- 
lady, I'll give thee to be a ſuitable Remedy. Have they 
broken Covenant, I'll give thee to be a better Cove- 
nant. But what of that, while they are ignorant? Why 
then, 7! give thee for. a Light of the Gentiles. But what tho 


— — 
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they have Light, if they have no Sight too? for a blind 
hy then, TI give. 


Man hath no Benefit of the Sun; 
thee to open the blind Eyes. But what tho they have both 
Light and Sight, if they be ſtill in a dark Priſon, bound 
and fettered there ? Why, I'll give thee for this End, 
To bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and them that ſit 
in Darkneſs out of the Priſon-houſe. O but theſe are ſweet 
Promiſes made to Chriſt, and in him to us; and the lead- 
ing one, that comprehends the reſt, is in theſe Words, 
I will give thee for a Covenant of the People : Where, with- 
cout critical Diviſion, you may notice theſe two Th ings, 
1. The gracious Deſignation and Title that Chriſt bears, 
a Con.munt of the People. 2. His glorious Ordination and 
Appointment thereto, 7 will give thee for that End. 1. The 
racious [Deſignation and Title of Honour that he bears, 
e Is called a Covenant of the People; and here he is de- 
ſcribed by his Relation ro the Covenant, and by his Re- 
lation to us by this Means. His Relation to the Cove- 
nant 1s ſuch, that he is deſigned the Covenant itſelf; he 
is the Head and Heart of the Covenant, he is the Foun- 
dation and Cope ſtone of the Covenant, the Bottom arid 
Top of the Covenant, the Alpha and Omega of the 
| avenant, 
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ELF C5 
Covenant, the firſt and the laft Letter of the Covenant, 
the All in All of the Covenant. The firſt Covenant-head 
brake and fell; and he falling all his Seed fell: The 
ſecond Covenant-head ſtands; and he ſtanding, all his 
Seed ſtand in him; My Covenant ſhall ſiand fait in him. 
Again, his Relation · to us by this Means: To whom is 
he a Covenant? Even a Covenant of the People, of the 
Gentiles. O good News to us poor Gentiles! 2. His 
glorious Ordination and Appointment unto this Buſineſs, 
1 will give thee; and here alſo every Word hath ſome 
Glory in it. Here is the glorious Perſon ordaining him, 
in the Pronoun I, I JeHovan do it: Here is the glo- 
rious Perſon ordained, in the Pronoun Tres, I will 
give THEE : Here is the glorious Manner of the Ordi- 
nation, it is by Way of free and gratuitous Gift, I will 
give thee ; and here 1s the glorious Reaſon and movin 
Cauſe of the whole, even the ſoveraign Will of God, 
J will give thee. But the further Explication of theſe 
Particulars, I refer to the Proſecution of the Doctrine. 

OBsERv. That by Divine Ordination, Chriſt is the Cove- 
nant of the People. The only Scripture I name for the 
Confirmation, is Iſa. xlix. 8. Where you ſee the Viſion 
is doubled, becauſe it is true. 

The Method I would endeavour, through Grace, to 


follow, is, 1. To offer ſome Remarks concerning the 
Covenant in general. 2. Shew how Chriſt is the Cove- 
nant, and in what Reſpects he bears that Name. 3. En- 


quire for whoſe Behoof he is ſo; and rhus ſhew that he 
is the Covenant of the People. 4. By whoſe Authority 
he is ſo; and here ſpeak of his Divine Ordination, and 
being given of God for that End, 5. Offer ſome Rea- 
ſons 45 the Doctrine, why he is given to be a Covenant 
and why a Covenant of the People. 6. Draw ſome In- 
ferences for Application. 3 

The Fir# Thing is, To offer ſome Remarks concern- 
ing the Covenant in general; and I confine them to theſe 
Four, which are imported in the Text and Doctrine. 

The fr# remarkable Thing imported in the Text, is, 
That the Covenant of Works is broken, and * 
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ſave us; and we are broken, and cannot ſave ourſelves. 


There was a Covenant of Works rade with the firſt 


Alam and bis Seed, before the Fall; and therein God 
was upon theſe Terms with Man, Do, and Live; and if 
you do not, you ſhall die. In this Law ot Works, there 
was a Precept, and a Sanction. The Precept 1s, De this, 
that is, Perform perfect and perſonal Obedience: The 
Sanction is, If theu do not, thou ſbalt die; importing, that 
the Reward of Obedience was eternal Life. The Man 
that doth theſe Things ſhall live in them; and that the 


Puniſhment of Diſobedience was eternal Death, The ; 1 


Soul that ſinneth ſhall die, Gen. 2 17. Now, as by the 


Fall of Mankind, the Precept of Doing 1s broken, and 


the Penalty of Dying is incurred, and eternal Life for- 
feited ; ſo our Salvation is impoſſible withaut a perfect 
Righteouſneſs ; a Righteouſneſs of Obedience, pertorm- 
1 = Law, and fo entitling to Life; 

ighteouſneſs to Satisfaction, undergoing the Penal- 
ty of the Law, and ſo delivering "ah \ = 5 The for- 
mer is impoſſible to us, for we are dead in ins and Treſ- 
paſſes, and ſo can never perform any Duty acceptable 


to God, far leſs every Way perfect Obedience The | 


latter is impoſſible; for, being both finite and fintul Cre- 
atures, We can never Far infinite and ſinleſs Satisfacti- 


on, and ſo we are broken and loft by the Breach of this 
Covenant. There are four Things upon this Particular 
that, I preſume, you all profeſs to know; namely, 1 
The Tenor of this Covenant of Works, That, when Gu. | 
Jad created Man, he entered into @ Covenant of Life, or Works, Þ 
with him, upon Condition of perfect Obeajence, forbidging him i 
to eat the Tree of Knowledze of Good ma Evil, upon the Pain 
- of Death. 2. The Breach of this Covenant, That our ft MY 


Parents, being leſt to the Freedom of their own Wil, fell from 
the Eftate wherein they were created, by ſining again#t God, 


and particularly, by eating the forbidden Frait. 3. Our Con- 


Hern in this Original Apoſtaſy and Fall in Alum, That 


, The Covenant being made with him, not only for himſelf, but 
Jer his Paſterity, ail Mankind deſcending from im by ordinary 


Geueratien. ima in him, and tell with him in his fit Tronſ- 


greſſion; 
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preſſion : For by one Man Sin entered into the World, am Death 


ſelves 
* firſt by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon al Men, for that all have famed, 
n God lor, in whom all have Poe 4. The fatal, woful Effects of 
and if EEhis Fall and Breach of the Covenant of Works; namely, 
„there E by this Means we kave fallen into a State of Sin and Miſery; 
Do this, bar our State is à ſanful State, we being guilty of Adam's ff ff Sin, 
- The ing original Righteouſneſs, and our whole Nature being cor- | 
g, that red, whence proceeds all cur actual Sin; and that our State 
. "Man MS = miſerable State, having loft” Coramumion with God, being 
hat the his Wrath and Curſe, liable to all the Miſeries of this 
The , to Death itſelf, and to the Pains of Hell jor ever. 8 
by the enges of Sin is Death, and we are Children of Wrath ; 
n, and | Ind Curſed is every one that continucth not in all Things writ- 


in the Book of the Low, to de them. It may be, it is 


ife for- | * . . A 
- - £.4 ng fince ye knew theſe Things in your Catechiſms: 
| hog | Bat O, bow long is it fince you believed them? or, do 


Jyvu believe them yet? Have ye ſeen your Fall iv Adam 


N Id your woful, ſinful, miſerable State by Nature, thro* 
he for. e Breach of the Covenant of Works? If you were 


Epvinced of this, ſurely the News of another Covenant 
Mald be welcome to you. But then, 


. The ſecond remarkable Thing, imported in the Text; 
81 G That there is a Covenant of Grace provided, tor the 
11 Gcli Recovery of ſome, by .Jeſus Chriſt, from a State of Sin 


F: d Death to a State o Righteouſneſs and eternal Life; 


1 of this“ you may take it thus, God having out of his mere good 
articular BY Meaſure, from all Eternity, elected | ſome to everlaſiing Life, 
nely, 7 Ft enter into a Covenant of Grace, to deliver them, &c. Hence 
when G BY h Scriptural Expreſſions as theſe, By Grace ye are ſav- 
or Wor ks e Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done; for "8 
ding hi e been a Low (namely, of Works) which could haue 

| the Pain Life, verihy Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by theLaw,Gal, 

+ our fer 21. Now this Covenant of Grace may conſidered, 


fell from her in its original Tranſaction from Eternity, or in 


auff God, actual Manifeſtation in Time. 1. Conſider it, in its 
ur Con- BY Ph al Tranſaction, from Eternity betwixt the Father 
am, That the Son; God having in his eternal Decree of pet. 
viſelf, by tig the Fall, foreſeen the Ruin of Mankind by the 
ora nam; BY reach and Violation of the Covenant of Works, gra- 
i Tra A0 _— as | | B 2 ciouſly 


greſſon; 
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called from Eternity, and the Propoſal made anent the 


ſee his Seed, and ſee the Travel of his 
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cioully purpoſed not to proceed againſt all Mankind, ac. 


Execution of that Death upon them which that Cove- 
nant threatened ; and therefore a Council of Peace is 
ſhewing Mercy to an Elect Number, in a Way that 
Mould Ye to the Honour and Glory of God's Holineſs, 
which ſays, They muſt do perfectly; and of God's Ju- 
ſtice, which ſays, They mult die eternally, Well, 
none in all the Creation of Men and Angels were able 
to ſatisfy this Propofal ; Then ſays Chriſt, Lo, I come, 
Pſal. 0. S. I ofter myſelf to be their Surety,to give a per- 
fe& Obedience to the Law, which was the Condition o 
the Covenant of Works, and to give infinite Satisfaction to 
offended Juſtice, in Anſwer to the Penalty incurred thro! 
the Breach and Violation of that Covenant. Lo, I come ; 
Since the Law cannot be fulfilled without doing, not- 
Juſtice ſatisfied without dy ing, lo, I come to do bot; 
and ſeeing this Undertaking muſt be accompliſhed b 
One, who is both finite, that he may die; and infinite, 
that he may conquer Death and Wrath: I offer todo it 
in their Nature, and by an unſpeakable Myſtery to be- 
come Fleſh, Lo, I come; letthe1mpanneiled Criminal go 
free. The Father being infinitely well pleaſed with this 
Conſent, encourages hiseternal Son, enters into a Covenant 
with him, calls him, qualifies him, promiſes to uphold hn in 
the whole Horb, and to give him for a Covenant of the People; and 6 N 
that, for making his Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſnouleg 
E be ſatisied, 


Iſa. 53. 11. This is called by many, The Covenant of Re- > 
demption; not that it is another Covenant of Grace, but, 4 
I take it as another Conſideration of the ſame Covenant. 
It was wade with Chriſt as the ſecond Alam, and in him 
with all the. Elect as his Sced. As it is made with Chriſt 
it 1s properly conditional to him, the Condition being 
perfect Obed ĩence, and complete Satisfaction but as made 
99 — Elect in him, it is abſolute, conſiſting of free and Wt 
abſolure Promites to em. But, 2. Conſider itn its actu- Wl 
al Manifeſtation in Time; and here omitting what might * 
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ind, ac. 
, in the „ 
t Cove- be ſaid of the legal Adminiſtration of it under the Old 
Peace is Teſtament, and the Evangelical Adminiſtratien under 
1ent the , che New? I ſhall only Jay, That as the Tranſaction 
ay that vetwixt the Father and the Son from Eternity, is the 
lolineſs, Fountain, fo this Manifeſtation of it in Time is the O- 
>d's Ju- FFpening of the Fountain; and the Grace of God is mani- 
Well, feſted in this Covenant of Grace ſeveral Ways. I. In 
ere able F that he freely provides a Saviour for loft Sinners, ſhew- 
come, ing by the Goſpel that he hath made this Proviſion. 2. 
e a per- In that he * offers to Sinners a Mediator, and Life 
lition of 4 and Salvation in him. 3. In that he not only calls and 
Etion to commands them to come to him b Faith, as the Means. 
redthro* "20 intereſs them in him, and to believe in him for Salva- 
 T come ; tion: But 4. Promiſes his holy Spirit to work in them 
ng, not that Faith, and all other ſaving Graces. And tho this, 
o both; and all the other abſolute Promiſes of the Covenant ſhall 
ſhed by de certainly accompliſhed, and actually applied to the 
infinite, Flect only ; yet in che external Diſpenſation of the 
to do it Goſpel, and Adminiſtration of the Covenant, they are 
y to be- | Fevealed and exhibited in a general indefinite Way and 
minal go Manner, with an univerſal Offer and Command to all 
rich this and every one that hear this Goſpel, to plead them, and 
ovenant lay hold upon them; that in this Way the Hearers of 
ld him in the Goſpel may be left ine euſable that embrace it not; 
eople;and and that the Elect may be gathered in, made to believe, 
e ſhould **XFand come under the Bond of the Covenant. 
atished, "23 The third remarkable Thing, imported in the Text, 


nt of Re- is, Thar there is an Oneneſs and Identity berwixt the 
ace, but Covenant of Grace as made with Chriſt, and as made 
ovenant. with us in him; both are one and the ſame Covenant; 
d in him for here the Father is contracting with the Son, I will 
h Chriſt ive thee for a Covenant of the People; therefore, that 
n being By 1th the Son and with the People belong to one and the 
as made ame Covenant ; Chriſt -and the People are but two 
free and Wi Sublects of one and the ſame Covenant; with Reſpect 
its actu- to Chrift, it had its Conſticution from Eternity; with 
at might Reſpect to us, it hath irs Application in Time, there- 
be Bs fore it is called, The Grace given us in Chriſt before the 


1 Her began, 2 Tim. 1. 9. And eternal Life, which God that 
_ "2h j Let, B 2 4 ? cam 
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n 
camot lie promiſed before the Wirld began, Tit, T. 2. As the 
firſt Adam was our publick federal Head, and he and 
we included in ꝓne and the ſame Covenant of Works; Wal 
Av Chriſt, the ſecond am, is our publick Head, and 


the Covenant of Grace with him and us, is the fame Co- x 


yenant, tho he alone is the Head, Surety and Media- 
tor, to whom ſome Promiſes and Precepts are peculiar; ü 
however, he being the Covenant of the People, all © 
Things promiſed unto, or to be performed by the:Peo- * 
ple, are ſecured in the Contract with Chriſt the 
Condition of Life to be performed is found ig n ea, 
he undertakes, in that Covenant, the Removals + all * 
Obſtructions and Impediments from within that would 
hinder their Atrainment of Covenant Metcy, being for i 
a Light to the Gentiles, to take away the inward Blind- 
neſs that is found in them; ſo that not only all Neceſ- 
faries for Redemption, but alſo all Neceflaries for the 
powerful and effectual Application of that Redemption, 
are firſt promiſed in the Covenant to him, and then to 
us in him, upon his fulfilling the Condition of perfect 
Obedience. Is Juſtification promiſed ? It is firſt to him, 
and then to us in him, J 53. 11. By His Knowledge, or, 
by the Knowledge of him, ſhall my righteous Servant ju. 
ftify many. Is Sanctification and the Spirit promiſed ? It 
is firſt to him, and then to us in him, Ver. 1ſt of this 
Chapter, I will put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall bring 
forth Judgment to the Gentiles. Is Glorification promiſed ? 
It is firſt to him, and then to ns in him, Rom. 8. 17. 1 0 
Children, then Heirs, He. ys of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. % 
He and the People are all in one and the fame Covenant; 
he, as the glorious Head, Sureiy and Repreſentative, 
having all Fulneſs in him, both of Grace and Glory, for 
our Uſe and Behoof; and we, as Members of that Ba- 
dy whereof he is the Head, and in a Way of Union to 
him by Faith; for all the Promiſes, not only ſome, but 
all the Promiſes of God are in him Yea, and in him 
men ; twice in him, importing, That as the Cove- 1 
-Hant of Grace, which is the Covenant of Promiſe, is 


made jointly with him and us; fo in the Conftinaon of 1 
* * AN. TO Ss &s® wo * ic 1 


* 3 


* 


of this 
bring 
miſed ? 


RRM 
pO, 
vVenant, 
ntative, 
ory, for 
hat Ba- 
nion to 


ma 


of : VS 


= Covenant, the Promiſes are all made to him, and in 


_ Mc Application of ic they are made to us in him: Pri- 


ry and immediately they are made to-him, ſecond- 
© ily and mediately to us in him. Hence the th Thing 
varkable, imported in the Text, is, Chriſt is the Cen- 
. in whom all the Lines of the Covenant do meet; 
ſo by an uſual Figure, of the Part for the Whole, 
bears the Name of the whole Covenant, I will give 
"Bi tor a Covenant of the People: The Covenant of 
6G 14 &e - ww only. to be made with him, but he him- 
is the Covenant. And this leads me to the 


4 FCecond Thing, To ſhew how Chri# is the Covenamt, and in 
{wht Reſpe® he bears that Name. Anſ 1. Chrift is the Co- 


ant of the People radically and fundamentally, being 
> th Root, Baſis and Foundation upon which the Cove- 
t of Grace ſtands,the alone Foundation. Other unda- 
can no Main Lay than that is laid, which is Chrift, 1 Cor. 
. He is the ſure Foundation that God hath laid in 
Zion, 2 28. 16 The Covenant of Works, being built 
uten ſomething in Man, it was not fare Work, and fa 
e Fabrick tumbled down: But the Covenant of Grace 
. and Mercy is built upon a never-failing Foundation, it 
d fare Work to Eternity; and therefore ſays God, Mer- 
Vall be built up for ever: Why, I have made a Covenant 
n Choſen. Chriſt is the ancient and eternal Foun- 
6 Kon of the Covenant; no other Foundation is laid in 
*y in Time, but that which was laid in the Counſel of 
Mee from Eternity. God hath promiſed Nothing to 
i Time, but what be purpoſed and promiſed in 
ict from Eternity. He has choſen us in lum before the 
eien of the- World, Eph. 1. 4. and promiſed eternal Life 
before the Hirli begam. Ha is the Foundation of all 
- ut 3leflings and. Privileges of the Covenant, being maze 
ane ws Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, Sanftification and 
 $-»ption. He is the Foundation of all the Promiſes, 
ces and Comforts of the Covenant. This were a large 
& ? eld, but I go on Secondly, Chriſt 1s the „ ges re 
I" jams For Reſpect of the Relations he comes under to 
e ind in Scripture, that he is called the Mediator of 
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Debt of perfect Obedience and univerſal Holineſs and 


6 * 
the Covenant, Heb. 9. 15. Why ? he brings God and ö 
Man, that were at Variance, to meet amicably; by 1 N 
Price of his Blood he brings God ta us, and by the 'J 
Power of his Spirit he brizgs us to God, and 4 up 
the Difference. He is called the Teſtator of the mg ny 4 
Heb. 9. 16 Where a Teſtament is, there is the Dean * 
of the Teſtator: He hath ſigned all the Articles of it 1 
with his Blood, and ſo confirmed it, and made it a Tę- 5 
ſtament. He is called the Meſſenger of the Covenant, Mal. 4 
3. I. When God would communicate his Mind to us, 1 
1 


it is in Chriſt; when we would communicate our Mind 
to God, it is in Chriſt; whatever Meſſage God hath to, 


us, or we to him, Chriſt bears it, and makes the Travel 


be the Journey never ſo dangerous; for this is he that 
came by Water and Blood, 1 6. He came by Sea, 

by a Sea of Water for our ISanctiteadlen, for if he weil J 
us not, we have no Part in him; and by a Sea of Blood for 
our uſtification, for without ſhedding of Blood there i; 

no Remiſſion: A dangerous Voyage for bearing the Meſ. 
ſage. He is called the I/itneſs of the Covenant, Ifa. 55.4 

I'll give him for a Witneſs of 4 People; he is the true and 
faithful Witneſs. As he was an Eve and Ear-witneſs to 
the whole Tranſaction of the Covenant from Eternit 


So he ſets his Seal to the Articles of it in Time, and ; 


bears Witneſs by his Word, by his Blood, by his Spirit 
is he does e ctually, ſometimes i in the 3. Ivo of his.” 
People, when he conquers all their unbelievin Doubt: 
and Jealoufies of his Word, and Suſpicions of his Lo, 4 
or of his Father's Kindneſs. He is called the Surety of. 
the Covenant, Hcb. 7. 22. He is the Surery both for“ 
Debt and Duty: Surety for Debt; the Law demandet © 
of us a Debt 90 7 infinite Suffering, the juſt Demerit ot 
our Sins, which, if laid upon us, would fink us for ever, 
for the Wa ges of. Sin is Death. And alſo it demanded : 
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97 8 Now we are inſolvent Debters, drowned 4 

in Debt, and unable to pay a Farthing ; and unleſs ther: W 

be a Surety for us, we cannot eſca . e Priſon of Hell 3 
NUL 


and the everlaſting Wrath: of the ipotent God, Bf A 4 
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old, the Surety ſteps in, in this hopeleſs State we are 


0 


1 allen into, pays the Debt to the leaſt Farthing, and puts 
God and Mis Name into our Bond, was made under the Law, to 
7; by the edeem thoſe that were under the Law. And then he is 
nd by the ¶ Purety for Duty, promiſing to put his Spirit within us, 
makes up nd cauſe us to walk in his Statutes : He is Surety for 
Covenant, poth Sides of the Covenant, Surety that all that God 


he Death path ſaid and promiſed ſhall be accompliſhed, and Sure- 
ticles of it © y chat all that we are obliged to do, ſhall be done for us, 
e it a Ie. ind in us. O ſweet and gracious Covenant! In a Word, 
ant, Mal. e is the Servant of the Covenant, Behold my Servant, &c. 
ind to us, Viſt ye not, fays he to his Parents that were ſeeking 
our Mind im, that I muſt be about my Father's Buſineſs ? What 
xd hath to, Buſineſs ? What Service? The hardeſt Service that e- 


e Travel, er was, even to ſatisfy Juſtice, to fulfill the Law, to 
is he that Mnquer Saran, te purchaſe Heaven, to fave an Elect 
de by Sea, World, to endure the Contradiction of Sinners againft 
if he wa imſelf, in accompliſhing this Service. He is the Per- 
Blood for; former of the Covenant, yea the Performance itſelf; 
od there i; Chriſt, ſtanding in all theſe Relations to the Covenant, 
> the Meſ. may well be called the Covenant of the People. 3. Chriſt 
If. 55.4. the Covenant Subſtantially, in Reſpect of his be- 
- true and he very Matter of the Covenant, the principel Part 
witneſ; to it, the principal Promiſe of it. He is the Subſtance of 
Eternit all the Promiſes, the firſt Tue promiſed ; and whate- 
"ime, and er 15 promiſed elſe, is for his fake. He is the promiſed 
his Spirit ed ſpoken of to Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to David, 
arts of his en. 3. 15, Gen. 22 18. Lake 1. 32, 33. He is the Sub- 
ig Doubs. Mance of the Propheſies, To him gave all the Prophets Mit- 
his Love, eſs, Acts 10. 43. He is the Subſtance of all the Sha. 
Surety of, FE ws.and Old Teſtament Types: He is the true brazen 
y both for er pent that heals diſeaſed Souls, the true Manna and 
demanded ead of Life, the true Sacrifice and Paſchal Lamb, 
Jemerit of G ohſe Blood, being ſprinkled on the Door-potts of the 
s for ever ul, ſaves from rhe deſtroying Angel: Of all the Types 
emanded: is the Antitype, the Subſtance of the whole Bible, and 
lines andi all the Scriptures, Theſe are they that r-ſtify of me. It is 


\ drowned odd Text, that a Goſpel Miniſter cannot find Chriſt 


nleſs there > ſince the whole Scriptures teſtity of him, as if ir ſaid 
n of Hell, 8 nothing 
God. Be- | 
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| nothing elfe but Chriſt, Chriſt. Thus he is the Covenai: il 
ſubſtantially. Again, Fourthly, Chriſt is the Covenant E. . 
mincuiy in Point of Eminency, Ornament and Excellen Wl 
cy: He is the very Ornament of the Covenant, the Ex- 
cellency and Sweetneſs of it; he is the Bleſſing of all 

Bleſſings of the Covenant, the Mercy of all the ng "=, 
the Soul of all the Privileges of the Covenant: No Ble. 
ſing of the Covenant is a Bleſſing without him, for all 
Bleſſings come with him: How ſhall he net with him frech, 


1 
give us all Things? Rom. 8. 32. The Covenant is Nothirg 
without Chriſt, the Bleſſings of it are Nothing without: 4 
Chriſt ; he 1s the 5 of all the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant, the Marrow of all the Mercies of the Cove- 
nant, and the Fulneſs of all the Promiſes of the Cove 
nant ; They are all empty without Chriſt, for he is All 4 
in All: And therefore, O empty Ordinances, without M4 
Chriſt ; O empty Sacraments if Chriſt be not there; © 9 
empty Miniſters, if Chriſt be not with them; yea, 0 3 
empty Heaven, if Chriſt be not there; empty Injoyments, "Mi 
empty Comforts without Chriſt. 5. Chriſt is the Cave- 
nant meriteriou/,and in Point of Acquiſition and Procure- 
ment; He does all that is neceſſary for the procuring the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant: His Righteouſneſs is the f 
great Condition of the Covenant, the alone Condition ds 
it, properly ſo called; it is the Cauſe, the procuring 
Cauſe of all Covenant Bleflings. All that is promiſed to 8 
Chriſt or to us, is upon the Account of liis Obedience, * 
Ja. 53. 10, 11, 12. By the Obeaience of one ſhall many lle 
matle Rightceus,nor by the Obedience of any Man for him- wt 
ſelf, Rom. 5. 19. He is the Procurer of Juſtification, *M 
Rom. 5. 18. The Procurer of Remiſſion of Sin, Row. 3. 
24. The Procurer of Peace, 1a. 53. 5. Yea, the Sum of g 
it, for he is our Peace; The Procurer of Acceſs to God. 
and Communion with him ; all that are afar off are made 
nigh, only by the Blood of Chriſt; The Procurer | \* 
ſanctiſy ing Grace, a. 53. 19. 1 Cor. 1. 30. and of Eter- iy 
val Salvation: His Death is the Purchaſe of the Hea- 
venly Inheritance; and fo, he is the Covenant me- 
ritoriouſly, in procuring all the Bleſſings thereof. 6. ho * 
=. +>: oe Wa! the 
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= 1 
Covenaꝶ che Covenant efficaciouſly, or efficiently : As he = 
wenant eres all by the Price of his Blood, fo he applies all by 
Excellen. 1 he Power of his Spirit. By this powerful Spirit of his 
t, the Ex. 9 n the Efficiency of his Application, by the Means of 
77 of all he Law, he diſcovers to Men their ſad ndition, while 
ercics, Minder a Covenant of Works; by the Means of the Goſ- 


| No Ble. el, he diſcovers the Excellencies of the Covenant of 
m, for all race, and alſo their Claim to it, in and by the indefi- 


te general Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and che Pro- 
5 Nothing Piſe of the Covenant; ſo that whoever will, may come 
g without d put in for a Share. But this is not all; Chriſt, in his 
gs of the fhciency, does perſwade and enable the poor Soul to 
he Cove. Ake hold of this Covenant, of Chriſt himſelf, as the All 
he Cove- f the Covenant, and that with particular Application to 
he is All elf, for its own Relief; and not only to accept, but to 
v ithouuNuſt to it for all Grace and Life, and that upon the War- 
there; 0 nd of God's Word of Grace, renouncing all other 
; yea, 0 Mays of Salvation, and reſting only upon this, 1 In. 
oyments, 15. A, 16 6 Yea; after the Perſon is brought with- 
he Core the Covenant, Chriſt is the great Performer of all co- 
Procure- Mgant Duties, he performs all our Works in as, Ia. 26. 
uring the 1 We are to preſent no Duty of our own to God for 


lim frech 1 


$ 1s che Acceptance, or in Order to obtain Life and Salvation by it; 
dirioh o hut to preſent him with Chriſt, he being the Covenant 
rocuring 1h — —— all for us and in us, which we are obliged to. 


miſed to 


2 Word, he is engaged as the Covenant of the People, 
Yedience, * 


be All, and do all, to procure all, and to ſee all 


mam 6: ade effectual that concerns Grace and Glory: I will 
for him- ive him for a Covenant of the People, ſays the Lord; 
fication, "os will not enter into Covenant or deal with them in an 
Rom. 3 mediate Way, as with the firſt Alam, but I will take 
Sum of Harer Courſe, I will give thee for that Egg; Thou fhalt 
to God, © aertake all the Matter therein; I will look to thee 
re made the Performance thereof: Man hath broken Cove= 
zurer l nt, I will nor truſt him again; but thou ſhalt be the 


of Eter- Covenant, the Promiſe of Life ſhall be made only in 
ze Hea- Thee, and the Condition of Life ſhall be found only in 


ant me- hee. Thus he is the Covenant. 
8 The e,, Thing was, to ſhew, for whoſe Behoof he 
"ne er „ | Js 
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is a Covenant; and fo to ſhew that he is the Covenant 7 
of the People. Men and Women have a Way of exclud 
ing themſelves by Unbelief; bur I am ſure, my Tex: ll 
will exclude none this Day, that are here, froma Righ! 
to accept of this Covenant, unleſs it be the Devil him- 
ſelf. He indeed, and all the fallen Angels are excluded; 
and no doubt he has come here among us this Day, to 
tempt People to exclade themſelves, becauſe he himſelf 
is excluded. But here is a Foundation of Faith for all the 
People that hear this Goſpel ; Chrift is the Covenant of 
the People, inſomuch that whoſoever of all the People 
ſhall ſubſcribe to this Covenant, and go in to it by Faith, 
ſhall have the everlaſting Benefit of it. QuesT. , 
ſay you, I'm (it may be) none of the People here meant, none o h 
the Elect, whoſe Names are in that Covenant and Contract, and 
therefore my ſubſcribing of it may be in vain. Anſw. For the 
clearing of this, That Chriſt is the Covenant of the People, 
you would know and remember, That there are two 
Copies of this Covenant; or rather, if we may fo expreſs - 
it, two Writs of this Charter, the one is an Original writ- 
ten in Heaven, and the other is an Extract written in 
this Bible. 1. I ſay, as to the Original, it is written in 
Heaven, and hath all the Names of the Charch Inviſible in- 
rolled in it, Heb. 12 23. They arecalled the Church of the 
Firſi-born that are written in Heaven, or, as it may be read, 


znrolkd in Heaven. In this Writing are the Names 


% #* 


of all the Elect, of all that ever were, are, or ſhall *'8 
be actually taken in within the Bond of the Covenant ; 
and tnef are they of whom it is ſaid, They are choſen in 
- Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, Eph. I. 4. And a- 
gain, hem he did predeflinate, them he alſo called, Rom. 8. 
30. And again, A that the Father hath given me, ſhall come . 
to me ; and, All that were ordained to cternal Life, believed 
And of them Chriſt ſays, I lay down my Life for my Sheep. 
This Original Draught of the Covenant, is a Writ lock- + 
ed up in the Cabinet of God's ſecret Purpoſe ; and ſe- iu 
cret Things belonging not to us, but the Things that 
are revealed; Therefore, 2. There is an Extract of this 
Original Writ, and this Extract is written in the 8 8 
of 8 28 | Which 
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Covenant which is the Book of the Covenant: This you have a- 
f exclus mong your Hands, and this Copy of the Covenant is ſent 
my Tex: 4 open to you all to ſign and fabſcribe, by giving Faith's 
ma Rio! WWE Aflcnt and Conſent to the Covenant, or cloſing with 
evil bim. Chriſt the Covenant of the People as he is offered in the 
excluded: Goſpel. Now, tho* this Extract be a true Copy, anſwer- 
Day, ro Ing exapily to the 1 pv yet, for rendering all inex- 
e himſelx uſable, to whom theſe Preſents are ſent, if they do not 
or all the fubſcribe, and for gathering in all the Elect, this fair 
venant of Extract is directed to all, and every one of you, giving 
e People ou full and ſufficient Warrant to ſign and fübſeribe for 
by Faitb, ourſelves; for * cannot poſſibly ſee your Names in 
sT. iy, be Original, till once you have ſignified your Conſent 
ur, none of Oy Subſcription to the Copy that is among your Hands, 
rat and  yfuch is here let down to the Earth, to ſee how you 
For the pleaſe it this Day. And if you ſign the Extract as it is 
the People, ent to you, then you may lay claim to the Original, and 


your Name there, which alone is the Privilege of 


> are CWO 73 
o expreſs - , # eſe that make the Extract their own by figning it; for 
nal write Secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will 


Jew them his Covenant ; he ſhews them ſometimes their 
[Yitten in Name in the 9 Writ of the Covenant: It is the 
viſible in ſettled Order of Heaven, that altho ſome, who by Faith 
ch of the ſubſcribe the extracted Copy, are kept in the dark about 
be read, = Names being in the Original; yet none ſhall ſee 
> Names heir Names there, but theſe who ſubſcribe their Names 

here. QuesT. But, for what ſerves my putting my Name to 


rritten in. 


or ſhal!“ | 
Jowenant ; © ehe Foot of a Bond, if my Name be not in the Bond itſelf e Why 
choſen in then read the Direction of this Goſpel-covenant, and fee 
And a. if your Names be there, and anſwer to your Names; for 
Rom. $8. 1 ſhall endeavour to be as practical, as I go along, as 
ſhall com: oſſible, chat I may have the leſs ado in the Applicati- 
believed : en. For whoſe Behoof then is he thus the Covenant? Why, 
my Sheep. 7 t is even for the Behoof of theſe whoſe Names 
rit lock. re here fer down; and tho they may not here find 
and ſe- their particular Names, John, James, Mary, Martha, yet 
nes that their general Names, yea, both their more general 
of this and more ſpecial Names, are here. 1. Their more 
ic Bible, Seneral Name js, he People he is the Covenant of 

which A C2 the 
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the Pepple ; and here all Sinners of Mankind, who hear 4 
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execute this Commiſſion, laying, To you is-the Ward of thi: 


ſee it in the Margin of ſome of your Bibles, The Grace of 
God, that bringeth Salvation to all Men, hath appeared. Let 
them ſtraiten the Goſpel Offer who will, they do it 
at their Peril; our Commiſſion is wide and full, inſo- 3 
much that this Covenant is directed to all to whom 
theſe Preſents may come. If this be your general Name, + 8 
that you are one of the People, be what you will o- 
therwiſe, then you are concerned to anſwer to your 

Name, and put in for a Share of the Grace of this Cove- 
nant, by ſubſcribing and ſaying nen to it. Why, ſay » 
you, that is a general Name indeed; I dare not deny but 


that is my general Name; then Man, Woman, do not 


put this Covenant away from you. But ſay you, Is there 
no more ſpecial Name of the People, whoſe Covenant he 
* Yea, 2. Their more ſpecial Name is here ſet down in 

lack and White; for who the People are, and what 
People in a ſpecial Manner is here meant, is cleared in 
the following Words, A Light to the Gentiles, to open blind 
Eyes, &c. And here you will find both the Name and 
Sixaame of the People intended, and I believe your Numer; 
and Sirnames, that hear me, will be found in it. 1. The 


1 * 


Name is Gentile. 2. The Sirname is Genti{e,wark and blind, 4 
Gentile bound and impriſoned. 1. I ſay, the Name of the <a 
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who hear 


Power with it. However it is to you, Gentiles, that T 
1 him, ſee. m ſpeaking ; and O may I venture to fay with Paul this 
ever they May, 7o me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saimts, is this 
re preach- race given, to preach among you, Gentiles, the unſearchable 


Miniſteri. Piches of Chriſt! This is a Part of the Myſtery of Godli- 
re, Mark {FP eſs Chrift preached to the Gentiles, 1 7m. 3.16. It was 
ght us to Myſtery to the Jews and Primitive Chriſtians, when 
Yord of thi; hriſt was firſt given by a preached Goſpel to the Gen- 
the Apo- es, Ant 9. 1, 18. Why ? the Gentiles were called 
Salvation, Me Uncircumciſion, Eh. 2 11. being abominable Out- 
d, ay you ts, whoſe enter ing into the Temple, was enough to 


e Grace o Pollute it; but now the Goſpel declares, God will juſti- 
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ared. Let the Uncircumciſion by Faith. The Gentiles were cal- 
hey do it d Aliens, without God, without Chriſt, without Hope, Aliens 
ull, inſo- © Im the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Cove- 
to whom 2 of Promiſe, Eph. 2. 12. But now the Covenant of 
al Name, Fromiſe is given and exhibited to the People that were 
u will o- Mieps. Gentiles were called Dogs, It is wo: meet to take 
to your Claren: Bread and caſt it 10 Dogs, ſays Chrift to the 
his Cove- "Woman of Canaan, one of the Pofterity,it ſeems,of theſe 
Vhy, ſay »  Aﬀgurſed Nations, that were devoted by that Word, Gen. 
deny but 9. 25. Curſed be Canaan : and indeed the Gentiles and Cana- 
1, do not Mie, as they were contemned by the Jews, and look'd 
Is there pon as + 4 ; fo in Compariſon of the Houſe of Jae, 
enant he Who were ſo much bleſſed, dignified and priviledged of 
down in d, Chriſt ſeems here to allow it, and aflert that they 
nd what * ere curſed, that they were Dogs. But now the Tables 
cared in e turned, the Gentiles are called; and in this Woman the 
pen Lind $&ord gives an Inftance of what Mercy was in Reſerve 


« 


ame and r theſe Dogs; and we Gentiles may plead the fame Pri- 


y Names ; lege, at leaſt, with that Woman of Canaan, Truth, Lori, 
I. The % Dogs eat the Crumbs that fall from the Maſter's Table. 
nd b/ind, he Door of Bethlehem, the Houſe of Bread is open, Al: 
e of the . 27. God hath opened the Door. of Faith to the Gen- 
1 I trow e, even to Dogs; the Door of the Covenant is open, 
1ot Jews d we dare not ſhut the Door upon any Dog in all this 
op ſome ue; and therefore, as we uſe to ſay, At open Doors 
t might one in, allow me in this homely Compariſon; for as 
1 forth l che Gowiler, fo all the Wicked are called Dogs, Rev. 

OWer wx 22. 
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and take with your Name, and take the Bleſſing that i} 
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22. 15. Without are Dogs, and Sorcerert, and Whoremonger: il 
&c. But the Door being open to all Sinners by this G 
pel, you may come to Chrift for Salvation, as freely ai 
a Dog will come in at an open Door; yea, more free 
and boldly ; for Dogs many Times coine in uncal led 
and therefore we beat them out again; but here 1s both 2 
Call to come, and a Promiſe of Welcome, Whoſozwer will 


- 
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LY 

let him come; and him that temeth, I will in no wiſe caſt oi þ 
: 
ö 
? 


Well, I ſay, the Gentiles are called Dogs, and if that be i? 
Part of your Name, Man, Woman, anſwer to your Name 


- 


J 


* 
offered to you by Name. If you have no better Name 
than that of a Dog, come with that ſame, and ſer irdown 3 

at the Foot of the Contract, by ſubſcribing your Conſem 
to have Chriſt to be your Covenant; and tho it be a ba- 
Name, he will not refuſe to take in your Subſcription E 
a Word, the Gentiles are called Heathens, Gal. 3. 8.1 


Scripture foreſeeing that God would juſtify the Heathen throng J 


„ 

Cc 
ae 
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Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In th 
Pal all Nations be bleſſed. Good News to Heathens+iani 
Pagans, ſuch as we in our Forefathers were; and thiss = 
the Goſpel indeed, that was preached to Abraham long 
ago. In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed; in Thee, wha > 
Thee? the ſame Thee that is in our Text, which preach 
eth the ſame Goſpel alſo; 7 will give Thee for a Covenant 
of the People, even the People that are called Gentiles and Hes 
thens, Uncircumciſion, Aliens and Dogs. Well, there is th: 
Name of the People whoſe Covenant he is, they arecs. 
tiles. 2. The Sirname of the People is Gentiles, dark au 
blind, Gentiles bound and impriſoned ; and ſee if the Sirname 
be not yours Sirs, as well as the Name. There are eſpe- 
cially two Sirnames here that the People have. Firſt Si- 
name is dark and blind ; this is imported in theſe Word, 
a Light te the Gentiles, to = blind Eyes. Well, is this your , 
Sirname? Are you Darkneſs itſelf in the Abſtract, are 
you in the Darkneſs of Ignorance, Darkneſs of Error, in 


the Darkneſs of Corruption, in the Darkneſs of Conf. 


ſion, in the Darkneſs of Meſertion, in the Darkneſs o 
Deluſion? O here is a brave Covenant for you to gr: Y 
| 1 


by 1 _ 
* 1 
\ 


= ( 13 ) 
boremong*r' is a Covenant of Light; for he that is the Covenant of 
y this G People, is the Light of the Gentiles. But all the Light in 
as freely e World, without Sight, will be uncomfortable; and 
nore freely Wherefore, Ir another Piece of your Sirname Blindneſs as well 
n uncalle, Darkneſs? Are you not only bleared, and ſee ill hut blind, and 
re 15 both none at all? Are you blind with Reſpett to Sin, and cannot 
wſozcr wil iſe it in its Power and Guilt ? Blind with Reſpect to Duty, and 
piſe caſt o mot ſee what to do? Blind with Reſpect to God, and cannot 
if that be: uin in his Beauty and Excellency? Blind with Reſpect to 
our Name, , and cams ſee him in his Glory, Fulneſs and Righteouſe 
ing that i =. 7 Blind- with Reſpecf to Ordinances, and cannot ſee the 
tter Name oper and Glory of God in the Sanctuary * Blind with Reſpect 
ſet 1r down ol Provider.ce, and cannot diſcern the Signs of the Times? Blizd 
ur Conſem eh Reſpe# ro your Intereſt in Chriſt, and cannot ſee whether 
It be a bat er be ſecured or not? Blind with Reſpect to your Warrant to 
cription. I: * ermedale with Chriſt and his Inftitutions ? Blind with Re- 
al. 3. 8. Th: "Rf to all ſpiritual and eternal Things * Why, this Cove- 
then throꝛg We of the People is defigned to open the blind Eyes: And 
ing, In th: *WMDarkneſs and Blindneſs be the Sirname of the People 
thens/ani 8 whoſe Behoof Chriſt is the Covenant, and if that be 
and this» Mur Sirname alſo, why then there is Room at the Foot 
aham long "ofthisCovenant,toſetdown your Name andSirname both: 
hee, wha Ibis Covenant of the People is a Covenant of Light to 
ch preach e People that are dark, and a Covenant of Sight to 
a Covenauſ de People that are blind. Let all them that find this to 
es and Hen, their Sirname, fubſcribe to this Covenant, and ſay, I 
nere is the n one of the dark People, and I come for Light, Lam 
Cy are. 


Ne of the blind People, and J come for Sight; there is 
„ dark a1 r Name, Lord, let it be recorded among the dark, 
e Sirnam: ind People of which Chrift is the Covenant. Again, 
e are eſpe- A we ſecond Sirname of the People, is Bound and Imprijon- 
Firſt Sit- : This is imported in theſe Words, To bring out. the! 
ſe Words, bert from the Priſon, and them. that ſit in Darkneſs out of 
s this you 8 Priſon-bouſe. Now, whatever Priſon you are in, Sirs, if 
tract, are Pur Sirname be a bound Priſoner, our Text ſpeaks to 
Error, in Nu. Are you in the Priſon of Sin, a bond Slave and a Ser- 
of Confi- nt unto Luſts ? Are you in the Priſon of Satan, in hee 
arkneſs ol vil 's Priſon, led Captive by him at his Pleaſure ? Are 7 8 
u to ſign: ou in the Priſon of the Law, a Debtor to do the whole 

It , 2 | Layy 
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Law, and a Debtor to bear the whole Curſe of it? Are 
you in the Priſon of N clogged with the Things Wl 

of this World ? Are you in the Priſon of a black League 

with Death, and Covenant with Hell ? Are you in the 

Priſon of a natural State, as a Child of Diſobedience, 

and a Child of Wrath? Are you in the Priſon of Temp- 

_ tations, either from without, or within, filled with 

dreadful Suggeſtions and blaſphemous InjeCtions ? Arc Wl 
you in the Priſon of Affliction, either upon Soul or Bo- 

dy, State or Family? Are you in the Priſon of Doubts Wt 
and Fears and Deipondency, with your Soul caſt down "# 


# 


within you? Are you in the Priſon of Unbelief, con. 
cluded under it, fo as you cannot for Jour Life get an 
Act of Faith elicite ? Are you in the Priſon of wretch- i 
ed Careleſneſs, Unconcernedneſs and Indifferency, not 
caring whither you be looſed and delivered out of Pri- 
ſon or not? Are you in the Priſon of Atheiſm, and can- 
not believe a God, a Chriſt, a Heaven, or Hell? Are 5 
ou in the Priſon of Death, and in Bondage through a 
car of Death? Or, are you in the Priſon of Security, 
fearing nothing, but ſleeping in the Arms of the Devil 
What Priſon-houſe are you in, Man? Anſwer to your 
Name, Priſoner in ſuch a 'Prifon-houſe that I have na- 
med. Is the Door of the Priſon-houſe bolted and barrd 
that you cannot win out, and the heavy Chains and Fet- 
ters of, Hell about you, ſo as you cannot looſe them a- 
ny more than you can unhinge the Axle tree of the U- 
niverſe? Behold, this Covenant of the People is a Co- 
venant of Liberty for the People that are in Priſon. It 
I have not named the Priſon, or the Chamber of the 
Priſon-houſe you're in, name it yourſelf, and fay, I am 
Priſoner in ſuch a Priſon-houſe, I have been ſo long and 
ſo long in ſuch a dark Prifon, and lo, I fer down my 
Name, to wit, 2 bound Priſoner, conſenting to be liberate 8 
oy the Son of God, and conſentmg that he would work 
the Conſent himſelf, and do all that concerns my Li- 
berty. Why, Man, down with your Name that ſame Bl 
Way; and if you be not ſet at Liberty in God's own Wl 
4rme and Way, you'll be the firſt that ever gave in a 
- Subſcrip- 


7 


* f 
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e Things WSubſcription, and was not received; Nay, marked and 
k League MWWecorded it ſhall be ; for the Covenant ſpeaks to you by 
gu in the Name and Sirname, ſaying, Go forth, ye Priſoners of Hope : 
bedience, e Spirit of rhe Lord is upon me, for he hath anointed me to 
of Temp. each and proclaim Liberty to the Capti ves. This Covenant 
led with pt the People then is drawn up already, and figned. See 


ns ? Arc ho hath ſigned it, v 8. I am the LORD, that is my Name. 
ul or Bo- e hath ſigned it by a Name, by which he is known 
of Doubts Heaven and Earth, even Jenovan; Iam Jenovan, 
aft down am the Loxp, that is my Name. O glorious Name 
lief, con- bſcribing this Bond! That is his Name, what is yours? 
fe get an hy, can you not fay, I am one of the People they call 
F wretch- Foes? I'm a dark, blind, bumd Priſoner ; that's my Name 
ncy, not nd Sirname both. Yea, be your Name as vile and black 
ir of Pri-. Hell, eu down with it in capital Letters ; for the in- 
and can- itely fair Name of the firſt Subſcriber will ſet ir off, 


ell? Ar: s Name will anſwer for all the Defects and Deformi- 

through of yours: And if you wait till you be in a better 
Security, dition, and have a better Name to ſign with, you'll 
le Devil! ir till Dooms day, and periſh by the Way; and all the 


r to your Money of your Terms, Conditions, and good Qual ifica- 
have na. ins, which you will bring as à Price 4 wid cre 
ad barrd l periſh with you. Nay, you have Nothing ads in 
and Fer. is Covenant, bur bleſs God that brought it to your 
them a. and, and 775 it with your Heart: Chriſt hath a Com- 
of the UL. {hon from his Father, and we in his Name, to take in 
> is a Co- e Subſcriptions of all the Peo le, whoſe Name and Sir- 


Priſon. 15 me I have mentioned; and I hope I have not miſled 


# - of: the b one that is here. Thus you ſee who the People are, 
ay, I an whoſe Behoot he is the Covenant, and that he is well 


long and A * the Covenant of the People, ſeeing all the Peo- 


down my ebere named have a Right of Acceſs to the Covenant, 
> liberare rant to ſign and ſubſoribe to it; and all the Peo- 
uld work 8” that are Subſcribers, have a Right of Poſſeſſion to 
s my Li- ee whole Good of the Covenant, and to the Seal there- 
that ſame A? the Sacrament of the Supper. 40 19 
od's own The Arch Th 1 was to ſhew, By whoſe 


C » 'Y uthori or by W it Auth 5 . 92 2 1 | . 
ave in a ) ority, Chriſt is the Cove- ' 
S bſcrip: 2 par of the People; and ſo to hint at his Divine Ordi- 
| SORIA ; D | nation 
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my righteous Servant juſtify many. This is my beloved Sen, it | Z + 
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nation to this Buſineſs, in theſe Words, I will g 1 The 1 
&c. Where you have, 1. The glorious Perſon ordain. 
ing, I. 2. The glorious Perſon ordained, Thee. . 11:8 5 
gracious Manner of the Ordination, Give. 4 The ga 

cious Motive and Ground, 1 WILL give thee. A ſhon e 
Word to each of theſe. . - 

Hr, The Glorious Perſon ordaining Chrift to th K 

Work, I will give Thee, What I? I the Lox, I J A 
HOVAH, 1 The Firſt Perſon of the Glorious Trinity. . 
God the Father here is the firſt Grand Party of the Co. F** 
venant , yea, here is God the Father, Son, and Holy . 
Ghoſt, 3 conſidered, contracting with the Son, 
and ordaining him, perſonally conſidered, to this Work, ©, 
Now, this Glorious Perſon ordaining Chriſt to thi ; 

Work, imports, 1. The Will of God and of the Fa-. Mir 
ther, that Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon, ſhould come and 5 
bear the whole Weight of the Covenants : Hence Chrit , 
tells us, He had Commandment from the Father, and 5 
that he came to do his Will, John 6. 37, 38, 39: Gol 38 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by unanimous Coun- «a 

ſe], ordained and appointed the Son to come in his | cx 


* F * 
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own Perſon upon the Errand of Man's Redemption; 
and God the Father being the Firſt in the Order of 
Subſiſtency, and ſo the Firſt in Operation ad extra, An 
therefore the Giving is primarily aſcribed unto him ber 
2. His being the Perſon ordaining, imports the Di- . 
vine N of Chriſt's Commiſſion, in that he i; n. 
given of the Father, and came from the Father, 7% e 
16. 28. and 17. 8. where Chrift commends that Faich 4 
which believes his Divine Miſſion, his Divine Ordina- 
tion to this Mediatory Work. 3. His being ordaincd ³üð 
of God imports God's Confidence in him, as being bob · 
able for, and faithful to perform the whole Work that he 

ve him to do: He was confident that he would be 
a faithful and Righteous Servant; By his Knowledge ſha! #5 


whom I am well pleaſea. 4. His being the Perſon ordaining 
imports the Father's zealousConcern for the Redemption an 
and Salvation of Men: God ſo loved the World,that he gut 
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's only begotten Son; 1 will give thee : His Hand is firſt 


1 


gn: Th 4 the bleſt Bargain, ſubſcribing this Covenant; ſhew- 
e that he will do the whole Work of the Covenant 
* . bimſelf and by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and will get 
A FIG Nee whole Glory of it: And hence the Strain in which 
e ſubſcribes, ver. 8. is, I am the Lord, that is my Name, 

2 + rd my Glory will I not give to anther. He will let none 
I %. are of any of the Glory of it but himſelf, either in the 

7. * Pontrivement, Commencement, Advancement, or Con- 


he Cz. etement thereof. 


4 Hol 2%, The Glorious Perſon ordained, in the Pronoun 
1 Fice, namely, Chriſt the Second Perſon of the glori- 


- Ave Ins Trinity, and the other Party of the Covenant, J 
to thi. give Thee: And Chriſt being the Perſon here or- 


he Fa. MWned, imports, 1. His having cordially aſſented and 
: eb to the Bargain; God would not have run him, 
pe had not conſented: But as he and his Father are 

de, ſo there is but one Will betwixt them; and his 
7 G00 $ ſent is recorded among the Decrees of Heaven. In 
"Con Volume of thy Book it is written of me, Lo, I come. 2. 
hi 9 being the Perſon ordained, imports the Inſufficien- 
N - uf all others for the Work of Man's Redemption; 
der i hath God the Father ſealed; Sacrifice and Offering thou 
PR warulaſt not, a Body haſt thou given me Tho Men and 
4: Angels had put their Shoulders to this Work, it would 
e Di. er have been done; for the Redemption of the Soul is 
- he is ee, and ceaſeth for ever, as to the Creature: He a- 
J e the Meſſiah, choſen, conſtitute, promiſed, ty- 
"15.51 fyed, to whom all the Prophets gave Witneſs, and 
edin. Ee not to look for another; Inſufficiency is ingra- 
lined , and ſtamp'd upon all others. 3. His being the 
> both 4 rſon ordained imports the alone Sufficiency of 


hat he Fertan Perſon for this glorious Werk. O 
1 3 b. glorious Excellency of this Perſon here given! 
e ſhat , O che glorious Sufficiency of this Perſon! I 
* py wo ill give Thee. 71 have lai Help upon one that is Mighty : 
1 ag | 4 wlll he that is glorious in bis Apparel, travelling in the 


en ö 3 . ! Sn 
nytion Wl... Pmeſs of his Strength, mighty to ſave: This is he that 
«0 e from Rom, with dyed Garments from Bozroh, who 
Vis . D 2 | trode 


0 


Cay. 
trode the Wine-preſs of the Father's Wrath alone, and of th; * 
People there was none with him. 4 His being the Perſon 
ordained of rhe Father imports the unparalelled Love 
both of him that gave, and of him that is given; both 
of the Ordainer, and Ordained : Herein is Love, not tha: Wl 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son to b: 
the Propitiation for onr Sins, 1 John 4. 10. And herein is 
Love, that Chriſt ſo cheerfully undertook this Work ; 
He rejoyced in the habitable Parts of the Earth, and his D:- 


lights were with the Sons of Men, Prov. 8. 31. Here are 1 rr 
both the Parties of the Covenant, God and Chriſt, that 7 
Glorious I, and that Glorious TRE; I will give The: 
Two wonderful Covenants. God forefeeing from E- 
ternity that Mankind would be ruined, by violat- . 
ing the Covenant betwixt God and Man, ſet on Foot * My 
a better Project, even an inviolable Covenant betwix: *Wrr: 
God and Chrift, two unchangeable Parties, mutual) No 
engaging for the Relief and Recovery of the loſt Sin- 25 
ner; and Chriſt bearing ſuch a Part of the Work, as to 
get the Name of the Whole; 7 give Thee for the Cove- r 
nant of the People. | was 
zah. The gracious Manner of this Ordination, is in- . 
ported in the Word Give, I will give Thee. A Mon: vi! 
Gift makes Room for him, ſays Solomon, and gives him Pla 
among great Men, Prov. 18. 16. Men are eſteem'd and 
reſpected for the Valuableneſs of the Gifts and Benefits * np 
they give; how much more ſhould God's Gift mak: e 
Room for him? Chriſt is God's Gift, TI give thee. jv po 
& Covenant of the People ; and this giving of Chriſt im. 
plies ſeveral Things which cannot concern the Manner 
of bis Ordination, to be a Covenant of the People. 1. il 
In general and negatively, God's giving of Chriſt docs 
not imply, that he was about to alienate his own Right 1 
to Chriſt from himſelf to us; No, he is ſtill his on) 9 
begotten Son : When we give a Thing to another, we e 
pe our own Right to it, but it is not ſo here; Wh 
God gives, we may have the Benefit and Uſe of it, but 
Bod ſtill keeps a Right over us and it. Hence ſays the 
Apoſtle, Al Things are yours,” for ye are Chriſts, and Chr 
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. Bur, 20h. More particularly and poſitively, 
Perion Ha's giving of Chriſt for a Covenant of the People, 
Love plies, 1. His Eternal Deſtination by the Father for 
; both is End, to be the Covenant of the P. ple, before e- 


of that r the People had a Being: They were not fo much 


1 to le ¶ conſulted in the Marter when the Contract was f1gn- 
rein is in the Counſel of Peace betwixt the Father and the 
Vork; n; and we have no Reaſon to complain of Injury 
his De- re us here, for we have Nothing to contract on our 


re arc rt: The Breach of the firſt Covenant left us worſe 
t, that 74 an Nothing, for the firſt Alam left us with a Burden 
Tee: Debt, a Burden of Peverty and Wants, yea, a Bur- 


m E. n of Curſes from the fiery Law: ; and all that we can 
violat. . is to encreaſe the Debt, inſtead of being able to 
Foot it off. Now, I ſay, God's giving him; includes his 
etwixt rnal Deſtination by the Father for this Mediatorial 
utuaily > Nork, without our having any Hand in it, or Know- 


| Sin. ge of it, or any Obligation lying upon God ſo to do 
„ as to e did, in the eternal Tranſaction with his Son con- 
Cove. "ning the People, whom he deſigned to ſave. There 
no Obligation lying upon Chriſt, to come in our 

is im- ad, to be our Surety, to take our Guilt, and pay our 
Man Hebt, previous to his own Conſent; nor any Obligati- 
72 Plat, upon God to accept of a Surety, inſtead of the prin- 
d and al Debror : Therefore God's giving of Chriſt, muſt 
enchrs * Pply a Franſaction, wherein the Son conſented to be 
Covenant, to be the Mediator, to take our Guilt 


bee jr Pon him ; and the Father conſented to ſend him, and 
ift im. ecpt of his Suretyſhip for loft Sinners. 2. God's giv- 


{anna "I dp of Chriſt, implies his actual qualifying, and ſend- 
e, %s bim to accompliſh that which was contrived from 
docs rernity. How he called and qualified him, you ſee 
Right E the preceeding Verſe ; he called him in Rightecuſ- 
s on fs, and 3 him with a ſipereminent Unction of 
r, we e Holy Ghoſt, I will put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall 
; what N forth Judgment to the Gentiles : Accordingly he re- 
it, bau eiwed the Spirit above Meaſure. How he ſent him, 
ys the u ſee in ſeveral Places of Scripture ; he gave him 
{ Chrib Body, a true Body, and a reaſonable Soul, and then 


7 | he 


1 4 
he gave him to the Death in the Fulneſs of Time; ſoW 2 
it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him: Juſtice awakened a ** 
gainſt him, Awake, O Sword againft my Shepherd, & c. He, nd 
was put in the Wine-preſs of Divine Vengeance, an 
bruiſed there; he was not only bruiſed in his Name, - 
being called a Madman and a Devil not only bruiſe 1 gt. 
in his Eſtate, while the Foxes had Holes, and the Bird 4 
of the Air Neſts, but the Son of Man had not where 118 1 
lay his Head; neither was he bruiſed in his Bod only, * 
while they pierced his Hands and his Feet; but bruiſc( MM... 
in his Soul, till it was exceeding ſorrowtul, even unt 
Death, and nll the Agonies of his Soul preſſed the 
Blood out of his Body, even great Drops of Blood: N. 
Wonder, for he was plunged in the Ocean of God? 
Wrath, and ſuffered all the Hell that was due to Sin, ir 
Sin being imputed to him as the Covenant of the Peo "I... 


ple, Juſtice did not ſpare him, Rom. 8. 32. He ſpared? "ole 


tic 


vor his own Son, but gave him to the Death for us al. e 
God's giving of Chriſt implies, that the Manner of hs 
Ordination for this Work, was every Way free and 
| pos ; What freer than a Gift? God gives Chrit ns 
or a Covenant of the People, without Regard to any "gi 
Motive, Merit or Moyen of the People, yea, and in "ay 
Oppoſition thereto. This Gift is free, in Oppoſition o *Þ 
Merit, either of Condignity or Congruity. If we be 
for Merit of our own, we muſt be for Hell, for that; e 
all that we merit; if Wretchedneſs, Miſery, and 1 a 
Maſs of Confuſion and Enmity, be accounted Merit, e 
then we may lay Claim to it, but no otherwiſe. Thi: M8" 
Gift 1s free, in 8 to Conſtraint, Force, or Ne. 
ceſſity: God had Nothing from without to conſtrain him fi 
to contrive the Redemption of Men, or to give Chril 
for that End; tho' all Mankind ſhould have been for 1 Ar 
ever drowned in the Flood of his Wrath, God had re- 
mained as he was, as happy as ever; no Force was up- N. 
on him to contrive a Remedy for Man This Gift 6 ; 
free, in Oppoſition to Debt, God owed us nothing but ta bv: 
Wrath; but we owe many Millions of Talents to his 8k: 
infinite Juſtice. In a Word, it is free, in Oppoſition e 
o 
L 
TH & 


4 3 
. nn Motives from without God himſelf. There was 
ened 1 thing about us, to move him to pity us, Ten Thou- 
| Things to move him to deſtroy us. Upon what 
Ce, an ndition in us could God be moved to give his Chriſt 
us: ſeeing our beſt Condition, before he gave him in 


| only, | 
ruiſcd 2 eto receive him : God's giving Chriſt, is the Foun- 


= a ; . . "= 
* ion of our Title to receive him; Faith, which is the 


2 4 Gi g of Chriſt for a Covenant of the P cople, implies 
of hi People's Right and Title and Warrant to receive 

Wn. iving of Chriſt; 1. A giv- 
Chrit ng of Chriſt in Point of actual Poſſeſſion ; and thus he 


and | and this giving is the Foundation of his Title to all 
non '0' Pings in and through him; for, How will he not with 


we be r freely give us all Rings? Rom. 8. 32. And till a Man 
that 1 ve an Intereſt in Chriſt thus, he hath no ſaving Right 
and 4 any Thing, no Right to a Communion-table, nay, 
Merit, a Covenant-Right to the Food of his Common: table. 
This There is a giving of Chriſt in Point of Exhibition, 
or Ne- "KL Goſpel-Offer ; and thus he is given to the whole 
G Bible Church, in the Diſpenſation of the Word; 


wis giving is a Foundation of our Title to receive 
en for Mriſt, and our Claim of Right to take this Gift out of 
ad re- Hand of the (Giver. A Right of Poſſeſſion none 


as Ur” a Pee, till they believe, and take the Gift that is offer- 
caged - but a Right of Acceſs and Warrant to believe, all 
ng . | 5 


e, whither they believe or not, and whether they 
to his 1 ke this Gitt out of God's Hands or not. That Cbri 
oſition 1 God's Gift to a whole viſible Church in this Senſe, 
[0 a is 
* 
bY (\ 


F 
is a great Privilege, whatever the World. think or { 
about it, ard it 1s a Part of my Errand this Day, tote 
you of it; If it be choaking Doctrine to any, and yi 
not go down, we cannot help it; it is Bible-Do&trin 
and Goſpel- Doctrine, and therefore we muſt preach 
in his Name, who commands us to preach the Go 
to every Creature. But I think, it ſhould be welcoff 
Doctrine to all that hear me, That Chriſt is given 
all the People in this Houſe, in the ſame Manner th A 4 
the Manna was given to all the People of Old, % his 
32. where Chritt, ſpeaking to all the premiſcuous Mu 
Titude, and making a Compaziſon betwixt himſelf, "= d 
the Manna that fell about the Tents of asl in Mn 
Wilderneſs, ſays, My Father giveth you the true Bread fu 
Heaven ; where the weine, and Oſfer of Chriſt Mie 
declared to be a Giving of him, before ever he be r 
ceived or believed on. It 1s ſuch a Gift and Grant, 
warrants a Man to believe, and receive the Gift; n 
this End is Hr given to a periſhing World, Gad % 
ed the World, that be gave his only begotten Son, that wi; ＋ 
ever believeth on him, might not periſh, but have everl:/i, 
Life, As the Brazen Serpent was given for a Comma 2h 
r to the whole Camp of Hyrael, that whoſoever in 128 
e Camp, being ſtung by the Fiery-Serpents, loo 
thereto, might not Die but Live; even ſo is Chriſt gp 
ven as a Common-good to poor ſtung Sinners, th: 
looking to him they may be ſaved. - Chriſt is given 1 
all, in the Diſpenſation of this Goſpel, And O, ie 
ſhould be glad Tidings of great Joy to all People V 
That 70 ws # Child is born, to us a Son is given, whoſe Nm \ 
is WONDER FULL. This Giving, in a general and 
definite Manner, to All, in the Gobel-Offer, may be, 7 ] 


1 1 
f 


I 


and is, for the moſt Part, where there is no Receiving: 
But there can be no Receiving of Chriſt for Salvation, 
where there is not this Giving; for a Man can receiv BK 
nothing except it be given. This Giving then implies 
a Right and Title, and Warrant to receive; He is 0 
given to you, that all that pleaſe the Bargain, have 
Warane take Poſſeſſion. He is your own. 3 , 
| | Man, 


4 


1 


ink or oi an; Woman, in the former Senſe, whether you take 


Jay, tote im or not; as he ſaid to the Jews, He came to his own, and 
"and vi enn received him not. But Faith Improvement of this 
-Do&trin ift and Grant, among your Hands, would make him 
t preach your own, in a peculiar. Senſe,- by actual Poſſeſſion. 
1 a Thus we have the Manner cf his Ordination, to be the 
> WEICorill 


-ovenant of the People; it is even by a free and graci- 


given ns Donation. The next Thing here wass 
anner t : 4hly, The gracious Motive, Ground and Reaſon of 
1, % Mais Divine Ordination, which is juſt the Divine Will, 


10us MA 
ad in 18 
3 

Trend "2 
Chriſt 
he be 4 f 
, -* 


WILL give. This Verb muſt neceſſarily be botrow- 
d from the former Clauſe, I wir I hold thine Hand, 
nd give Thee for a Covenant. of the People. I WII I. 

Ive, O Sovereign Reaſon! No Gift in the World fo 
ree as Chriſt : When Men beſtow Gifts upon one an- 
n cher, there is ſome impulſive Cauſe that excires them 
rant, eit, drawn from their Relation to, or Intereſt in one 
alft % other; drawn from Services and Favours received, 
a jo er expected from each other: But no ſuch impulſive 


„, aufe here; we have no Relation to God, but as his 
verlag, nemies; we can do him no Service, but fin againſt 


ommor. 


om" im, therefore can merit nothing from him, but his 
er 1n 1 | 


ur. His Reaſon of doing, then, muſt be his own 

look Povereign Will. Men may rack their Wit, and di- 

hriſt % rute about the Reaſon of God's Actings; but there? 

4s th would be more calm Reaſoning in the World, about 

wen wei Goſpel-Truths, if all cur Reaſoning did ftrike Sail ts 

O, 1 the Sovereignty of Free-Grace, and ſtoop to that: He 
ill, becauſe he will; I will give thee. I think this 

BY _ imports, 1. A Conſent and Agreement: The 

1 1 Counſel of Peace is concluded, Parties are both agreed; 

ray bl vill. 2. A Complacency and Satisfaction; God is 

0 ell pleaſed with this Device of his own infinite Wiſ. 

*. ns Jom, well pleaſed with the Ranſom and Ranſomer; 

ecere By This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed ; I take 


yy" Fiss 1 iving him to be a Covenant of the People: 
= 2. 3: I think it imports Authority: Supreme Au- 
have Bl thority öf the Erernal Godhead, 'Three in "One; is in- 


torpoled in this Matter, for ordaining Chriſt 17 this 
IP 2 E | Work z 


realy, 
Man, 


* 
% 


V 
- 
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Work; III. And 4. I think it imports- an expreſ 
Command, I wil! give Thee ; and of this Command Chriſt 
ſpeaks, when he ſays, This Commanqment ſave I received 
of my Father, to lay down my Life for my Sheep: And when 
he ſays, Lo, I come to do thy Will; by the which Will 
we are ſanitified through the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Ch. 
once for all, Heb. 10. 19. Ina Word, it 1mports, That 
the Sovereign Will een is the Reaſon of all. 
and this may lead us to, and ſhall make me the more 
brief upon, the _ 

The Fifth Thing propoſed, namely, the Reaſons of 
the Doctrine, why is Chriſt given for a Covenant of the 
People? And here I might ſhew, 1. Why he is given 

2 Why given for a Covenant. 3. Why given for a 

Covenant of the People, of the Gentiles Rnd 
1 Why is he giyen, or exhibite by Way of Gift? #8 


Why, the grand Reaſon is told already, even his So- 


vereign Will. Chriſt, the great Ordinunce of God for 


d, abs 
Man's Recovery, is diſpenſed freely by a gratuitos 
Gift, that Salvation may be by Grace, and that fre 
Grace may get the whole Glory of it, trom the Foun- 
dation to the Copeſtone, with Shoutings of Grace, Grace 250 1 
to it. The giving of Chriſt to All, in the Goſpel-Of- 8 
fer, is from Sovereign Grace, and muſt be abſolutely A. 
free and unconditional ; for what in all the World is 
the Condition. of the Offer? If Men be in a ſinful Con- 
dition, in a miſerable Condition, in a loſt Condition, 
that is all the Condition and Qualification, that I know WA. 
neceſſary for making an Offer of Chriſt as a Saviour bk 
to them. IK any clog the Goſpel-Offer with Legal 
Terms and Cradicions they encroach upon the War- 
rant Miniſters have ro, offer Chriſt to all, and the 
Warrant that all have b receive him ; yea, they en- 
croach upon Sovereign Grace, which hath made this 9 
Grant ard Otter of Chriſt, not to Devils, but to Men 
in the moſt extenſive Terms : 70 you, O Mcn, do Icall aul 
my Vaice is to the Sons of Men. Again, the giving of Chrilt 
to ſome, in actual Poſſeſſion, is from Sovereign Grace al- 
ſo ; for tho none can be poſleſſed of Chriſt and bis 
A 0 8 
) 


Hs 
H 
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Wcnefirs, till by Faith they receive him; yet this Faith 
d receive, is given, as well as the Gift received b 


1 , Eph. 2 8. By Grace ye are ſaved, through Frith, and 
recei vel var nor of pourſ..v „ tt 1s the Gift H Cod Ir is given, 
+ when Wy Virtue of an abſolute Promiſe ef the Covenant, ſuch 
\ Will As char, Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day of thy Power; 
75 ch. nd fo, the Hand to take the Gift, being it ſeif giren 
s, That Mut of the Covenant, the Covenant takes hold of the 
of all an, before the Man can take hold of the Covenant. 


e more , ; 2 
2. Why is Chriſt given for a Covenant? I offer, 
ou only one great Reaſon of it; He is given for a Co- 
of the enant, that God mt have more Glory out of the 
wen ovenant of Works, by the ſecond Alam's Fulfilling 
fir, chan he loſt by the firſt Aiam's Breach and Vio- 


tion of ir. The Law of Eternal Life and Death was 


ſons of 


Gif; reverſibly ſtated only by the Covenant of Works ; 

iis So. Ind tho we be changed, >; the Covenant of Works 1s 
_. "oa ; ; . 12 » 

od for achangeable, And as, by Virtue of the Stability of 
tuitos all the Chriſtlefs World are condemned, curſed, 


Foun- 4 5 : . 

pact kn, Pat are in him, are freed from Condemnation, and 
el-Of. ie eternallß What is the Covenant of Grace? I, 
lutely ME” ſay, It is Chriſt's Fulklling, for us, the Covenant 


2rld is. ?)! | 
Con- mattor Part of the Law, arraigned at the Inſtance ot 
dition A > 
mY af imſelf in our Room, came under the Law, to pay the 


x" "8 7 rhole Debt due thereunto; and now, God gets more 
Legal 1 lory, by his doing ſo, than he loſt by our Sins. 
War. eerein he glorifed his Sovereign Majeſty, whoſe 


1 the Ruthority was fo hainouſſy violated by ſuch a baſe 


> 3 | 
74 this x" avour, without a becoming Reparation, made to 
Men e Honour, by the Intervention of a- perfeck Obedi- 
2 ce, and full Satisfaction. Herein he glorified his 
ric EP Phone Wiſdom, in finding cut a Man to reconcile 
ce al- | Joſtice and Mercy ; to puniſh the Sin, and yet to par- | 
1 CART den 
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don the Sinner; to take Vengeance on Sin, to the very 
uttermoſt, and yet to magnify his Mercy, while the 
Sinner is juſtified, accepted and faved, without his 
own Suffering. This is that, 5 tos Then, 
Tux MAN ITOID Wisbom or GOD. Herein he ere 

lorified his free Love, Goodneſs and Pity, in ſubject-. ; 
ng his Life to ſuch a Death, and his Glory to ſuch a i 
Shame, and all to purchaſe ſuch vile and worthleſs 
Creatures as we are, and to redeem us from eternal 
Wo and Miſery : As alſo, his almighty Power is here 
glorified, in ſupporting the Human Nature of Chriſt: 
under the vaſt Load of Divine Wrath, and Law Curſes. ll 
Herein he glorified his Holineſs and Faitbfulneſs, in Wi 
fulfilling not only the Promiſe of the Law as a Cove- Wo! 
nant of Works, even the Promiſe of eternal Life, made i 
to perfect Obedience; which, tho we forfeited in our 
own Perſons, yet we recover in Chriſt; the Condition 
of Life in the Covenant of Works being: perfect Obe- 
diencę Perſonal, and the Condition of Life here being . 
3 Qbedience and Imputed; and fo the Promiſe of 
ife, upon the Ground of a perfect Obedience, fulfil- 
led to us in him: But alſo divine Faithfulneſs is glo- 
rified, in fulfilling all the Threatenings ot the Law, 
while we, who come under the Sentence of Death in 
the firſt Alam, undergo that Death in the ſecond Alam. 
In a Word, herein he glorifies his Juſtice and Righ- Wl 
teouſneſs, in the Remillion of Sins, thro* the Propitia- 
tion of Chrift, Rm 3. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to le 
the Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to declare his- 
Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſin of Sins that are paſt, throus!' il 
dhe Forbearance of God. Herein is vindictive Juſtice diſ- 
played, in its greateſt . in Chriſt's being the 
acrifice and Propitiation: And here is reeributive li 
Juſtice illuſtriouſſy declared, in the Siuner's being re- 
warded, 1 ſaved, upon the Blood and Sacrifice, 
de Obedience and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; yea, al! 
5 Be Perfections of the great God ſhine gloriouſly n the 
Face of Chriſt, as in aui and bright Conſtel lati- 
By 2 Cor. 4. 6. And for this Reaſon he gave him 
or a Covenant. + Sins! 3: Why 
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Why is he given for a Covenant of the People of 
Gentiles ? Why! not only to ſhew his Diſplea- 
at the Unbelief of the Jews, as we ſee, As 13. 
47. Row. 11. II, 19, 20. Bur alſo to ſhew his 
ercignty, that he will have Mercy on whom he will have 
Wy ; and to ſhew his Truth, in fulfilling the ancient 
5 hecy concerning the calling of the Genziles. It 1s 
ace God promiſed by Mah, ſaying, God ſbal en- 
Japher, and he ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, Gen. 9. 
Now of Japhet came the Gentiles, Gen. 19. 5. And of 

came the Jews. By the Poſterity of Japhet were 
Iſles of the Gentiles divided, The Ifles were ſo- 
ly by Lot divided among them (and probably this 


— * 

* 
Ce 

ay” 


Cove- of Britain among the reſt ) fo that as Japher s dwel- 
made "49 in the Tents of Shem, is a clear Prediction of the 
in our eerſion of the Gentiles, and their ſucceeding to the 
dition 7 in their Church- privileges; ſo this directs us to 
Obe- tand the Promiſe in the Context, The Iſler ſhal? 
being ew. HHe is given for a Covenant of the 
iſe of ee, a Light of the Gentiles. In a Word, he is 
falfil- for a Covenant of the People, to ſhow the Ex- 
; glo- nd All-ſufficiency of his Grace, and the intrin- 
Law, Value of his Blood. Suppoſe a Prince were ſetting 
th in up) Sanctuary, or City of Refuge, the Privileges 
Adam. eof are not reſtricted to any Sort of Men, but ex- 
Righ- d to all, Gentiles as well as J2ws ; would not this 


J fo be Tf 


Were, chat the Privileges of the Place are full and 
le, ſo as, whoſoever comes to this Sanctuary, 


e his c be fate? Here alfo, in like Manner, the Suffi- 
rouz! of the Merit of Chriſt, and the Fulneſs of his 
e diſ-ceouſneſs is declared, inſomuch that none can, 


Hive 


8 

* 7 
* 
2 


any Shadow of Reaſon, exclude themſelves, be 
the 7 will, People, Gentiles, Dark, Blind, Impriſoned; 
all Gentiles, who are called Dogs, Aliens, Heathens, ' 
ee, are included; and ſeeing the Motto writ- 
the Outſide of the Door of the Sanctuary, is, 
will, ler him come; all Comers' are welcome, 

Refuſers left inexcuſable. e gp 
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Ruin we brought upon ourſelves, by the Breach li 8 
Violation of the Covenant of Works, is reparab b 
Me have brought ourſelves into a moſt lamentable Sti — 
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The World is buſy caſting the Law of Works i 


ſelves with a Fancy, that in this Way of Works the 
may have Righteouſneſs and Life, to the Diſpar a 


ous Perſon as Chriſt, and that for ſuch a great and gi 


came not to be a Covenant of the People without Co 


| 5 


APPLICATION. 


Tho Sixth Thing propoſed, was the Application 
the whole. This Doctrine would admit Ga vaſt In 
provement, which we muſt confine to as narrow Bound 
as poilble ; and we may improve it, 

1. For Isformation. If it be ſo, that Chriſt by U 
vine Ordination, is thus the Covenant of the Peopl: 
in the Glaſs of this Doctrine, we clearly ſee many pri 
cions Goſpel Truths. And, 

1. Hence we may ſee, in what Way it is, that ti 


1 


by Sin; and we are Wenn loft indeed, as to 
1 


that we can do for our own Help, O Iſrael, thiu 8 
deſiroyed thyſelf. Who can repatr that Ruin? The 1 


is a glorious Mx that ſays, In Me is thy Help, Hof 7 8 


7- Who that Ms is, is explained in our Text, F N 
a God in Chriſt, the glorious I and Tax ; I will gk; 
Thee for a Covenant of * People. There is no Help, ws 
e p for them now by a Covenant of Wori 

t 1'll give Thee for a Covenant to them; which, tho i! 
all Works to thee, yet it ſhall be all Grace to the 


this and the other handſome Shape, and 99 l 


ment of the Way of Grace, to the Deſtruction of th 
own Souls, and to the Diſhonour of Chriſt, who ala 
Is the Covenant of the People. | 

2. Hence we ſee the Greatneſs of the Love of Gy 
towards poor Sinners, in giving ſuch a great and glo 


rious End, as to be a Covenant of the People; Gol i 
loved the World, as 0 give his only begottey Son, &c. Chi 


miſſion, Call and Ordination from his Father. He bi 
| | Author 
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y the Boch of Chrift,that ye might be married to another, c 
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Chriſt is now all the Covenant that he is under: He 
freed both from the Do and the Die, the Command 
the Threatening of the Covenant of Works: They = 
made void to him through Chrift ; for he is not und 
It, either to be juſtified or condemned; he is not ! 
der its Command to be juſtified for his Obedience, . 
under its Threatening and Sanction to be condem 
for his Diſobedience, as it is a Covenant; for 7h»: 
20 Condenn.ation to them that are in Chriſt. It 1s true, 
the Law is a Rule of Obedience, he remains undet i 
as much and more than ever, and ſtands obliged the 
by to ſtudy Perfection; and bis Diſobedience nhl 
bring upon him Rods and Stripes, and all the teri 
Effetts of God's Fatherly Diſpleaſure upon Soul . 
Body; but as it is a Rule of Acceptance, a Condi 


of Life, or a Covenant of Works, he hath nothing A 2 
do with it, nothing to expect from it, nothing to fear b 
He hath nothing to do with it any more than a Wife 1: 
dds ih e Husband, Rom. j. 4 NN are dead to the l 
zo him that is raiſed from the dend, that ye may bring (lt 
Fruit um God. He is not to bring forth Fruit any m . 
to the dead Husband, the Law, but to Chriſt the 
ing Husband. He hath nothing to expect from it, 
Life, no Righteouſneſs, no Happineſs, no HolinelW1: 
His own legal Obedience, but only by Chrift, a be 
Covenant; and he hath nothing to fear by it, no i L * 
no Death, no Damnation, no Condemmation, no Li « 
neſs thereto. & | | '% 
And hence, 5. We ſee what Place the Belien 
Obcdience hath in the Covenant of Grace: His 
dience hath no Place here, in Point of Caſualitv, lf 
proper federal Conditionaliry , for this were to tu 
into the ſame Place it had in the Covenant of WoW 
where tho there was no Merit of Condignity (IE om 
few will dare to ſay fo) yet there was a Merit by ©! 
on; that is to ſay, there was a Promiſe of Litc m oy 
to Works and Obedience, Do, and Live. But in Me ; 
Ccvenart of Grace, we aſſert againſt all Popiſh, s | 
| | » 
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ine whatſoever, That there is no ſuch Reward of 


Vork, Obedience, or perſonal Holineſs, upon Com- 
daft and Promiſe ; becauſe the Tenor of this Covenant 


: He 


mand 


Th = 

= is upon the Condition of Chriſt's Obedience and 
s nor ighteouſneſs, apprehended by Faith. Goſpel-holineſs 
ence, i of manifold Neceſſity in the New Covenant; but the 


dem Promiſe of Life 1s not here made to the Work, but to 
'r Ine Worker ; and to the Worker, not for his Work, 
Nit for the Merit of Chriſt : As for Inſtance, Be thou 


r darts ithful to the Death, and I will give thee the Crown of Life ; 
<d th romiſe 1s not made to In idelity, but to the faithful 
ce erſon, whoſe Fidelity is a = that he is in Chriſt; 
'« tern whom all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen. If the 
Soul a” had now the Promiſe of Life to our Obedience; 


Cor 7. ſhonld not have Life and Salvation any other Way 
nochn t by the Law, and by the Works thereof. Gal. 3 
fearb. . It there had been 'a Law given that could have gi voi 
Wife = e, verily Righteouſneſs ſbould have been by the Law: 
+ 1.1, es our Obedience now is not a Cauſe or Con- 
ob. ff xp? ut a neceſlary Effect of the Covenant, and 
bring 7 dalification of all that are within the Covenant, yea, 
8 — whom this Covenant takes hold of, it makes 
i ch. m Hoy: And therefore, without Holineſs, no 
om 1 = ml ſee God, becauſe without Holineſs no Man 
lines 8 : is effective Evidence of his being within this 
E 2 * OVenant. | 
rd” ; 6. 2 we may ſec, what are the Motives that 
0 La dw ſhould influence the Believer in his Obedience. 
| 1 Chriſt be the All of the Covenant, and that he is 
doſed from all his former Relation to the Covenant of 


1 11 orks, he is not to obey either from a legal Hope of 
©-atir 23 or {laviſh Fear of Hell: Not from a legal Hope, 
are eaven, for the Covenant ſecures the Purchaſe of 
de Wolf at by Chriſt's perfet᷑t Obedience; not from a ſlaviſk 
(1b ear of Hell, for the Covenant hath ſecured Freedom 
7 By Py ne) that by Chriſt's compleat SatisfaQtion : The prin- 
7 pal Motive is the Love of Chriſt conſtraining, the 
ag Ve of a God in Chriſt, who is given for a Covenant 0 
opiſh e People, God deals not 2 Believors now according 


* 


— 
— — — 


| 
1 | 

to the Covenant of Works, neither ought they to deal 
with him as if they were under it. They ought to 
mourn for Sin, to repent, to confeſs, to beg Pardon, 
but not in a legal Way, as if they had to do with 
a wrathful Judge, but as having to do with a merciful 
Father in Chriſt : They are to yield Obedience to the 
Law, not out of a ſervile Fear of Hell and Wrath, 
but out of a Child-like Love and willing Mind; o 
far as the Believer acts otherwiſe, ſo far he is under ai 
Spirit of Bondage: Neither ought the Believer to act 
from a Dread and Fear of his being diſinherited; fo fir 
as he does fo, it is not an Act of Faith, but of Unbe- * 
lief; for he cannot view this Covenant, and yet ſee Mei 
himſelf left at an Uncertainty. There is no Liableneſ Pe 
to a Forfeiture of its Privileges, Chriſt is the Covenant il np 
of the People. | | 8. 
7. Hence ſee, if Chriſt be the Covenant of the Peo- e 
ple by God's Ordination, why the Believer is to take . 
the Law only out of the Hand of a Mediator, and yet 0 : 
is not without Law to God, when he is under the Law mh 
to Chriſt. He is not to view it in the firſt Covenant 
form in the Hand of an abſolute God, but only in wn 
Chriſt, and as it is caſt into a new Covenant-form : Wc 
And the original Authority, of the Law is not hereby th 
diſſolved, nor Obligation to Obedience diminiſhed, but 
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0 
rather ftrengthned and ſweetned, in Regard that this J It! 
Authority does now run only in this ſweet and bleſſed RFF 
Channel, by the Father's 8 , yea, the Crea- of 
tor's Authority and Sovercignty is in Chriſt, and the WW bi 
whole Fulneſs of the Godhead, and by the Voice of i L 
God the Father from the excellent Glory, faying, 7::: WW be 
is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye hin. Will p. 


We are ſo much obliged,by the Father's Appointment, BW it 
to obey him, and take the Law only out of, his Hand, al 
that if we do it not, we condemn the Authority of the ar 
Father, and run croſs to this Divine Ordination. in 

8. Hence ſee, if Chriſt be the All of the Covenant, ec 
then Believers have all Things in Chriſt. Chriſt being ni 
the Covenant of the People, this Covenant is al h 1 

— | Salvation 


» 


= 
3 


Coy 


o deal e warion, and all his Deſire: All his Salvation is here 3 
aght to nd well may the Believer ſay, in the Exerciſe of 
Pardon, Faith, In Chriſt I have all Things at once, neither 
lo with Bcd I any more that is neceſſary to Salvation; This 
nerciiul Covenant is all my Salvation. He may ſay, in the 
to the Point of Juſtification, Chriſt is my Righteouſneſs, my 
Wrath, 7 reaſure, my Work, my Covenant, my All, yea, my 
nd; son in All, for in him. dwelleth all the 1 * of the 
under . bead bodily, and Believers are compleat in him, who 
to ad / God is made to them Wi ſdom, Righteoxſneſs, Sancti cation, 
; fo far A md Redemption. 
7. 9. Hence we may ſee, if Chriſt be given for a Co- 
et ſee 


enant of the People, that the Goſpel, ſtrictly and pro- 
eneß Wl perly taken, is a Bundle of good News, glad Tid - 
e nos, and gracious Promiſes ; our Text is a Sum of the 
$Do(pel, and it is a free Promiſe, 7 will give thee for a 
e Peo- ¶ venam of the People: There is no Precept or Com- 
Sf * andment here: The Law is property a Word of Pre- 
ad yet 


1 
— 
5 


8 et, but not the Goſpel; the Law commands all, and 
e Lav e Goſpel promiſes all. It were a Diſparagement to 
enant. he Divine Law, as if it were not perfect and exceed- 


- 


orm: 298 ot enjoined therein: Why? are there no Commands in 
hereby the Goſpel, ſay ſome ? We are ready, Sirs, to con- 
d, but found the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, with the Goſpel 


at this itſelf; and this makes much Wranglings on this Head. 
oleſled BF The Goſpel, largely taken for the Diſpenſation there- 


nly in To ng broad, if there were any Duty we are called unto 


 Crea- of, hath the whole Law in it, ſubſervient thereunto; 
nd the but ſtrictly taken, ir is a quite other Thing than the 
oice of Law of Commandments. Faith and Repentance my 
„ Tr be called Goſpel-commands, if you peak of the Dit- 
e Hun. penſation of the Goſpel ; but if you ſpeak of the Goſpel 
tment, itſelf, they eome in under another Conſideration. We 
Hand, are to difcinguiſh betwixt Duties and Graces : Faith 
of the and Repentance, as they are Duties, are commanded _ 

in the Law; but as they are Graces, they are promiſ- 
enant, ed in the Goſpel, We are to diſtinguiſh betwixt a 
Feing new commanded Duty, and a new preſonted Object; 
4 15 


ation 
2» 


The Goſpel preſents a new Object of Faith, a God in 
a P Chriſt ; 
9 


— 


ned already by the Law, J 3. 18. And this Con- 


its appropriating Quality. When God ſays, I vill 


Revelation and Teſtimony of God: God ſays, I * g 


of the People, ſee the Ground of Faith that 


0: 44.-3 a 
Chriſt; but the ſame Law that was from the Begin. . 
ning, obliges us to believe whatever new Revelation 
God makes: If we underſtand it ſafely, then we may WM. 
ſay, the Law obliges us to believe the Goſpel ; and 
therefore he that believeth not the Goſpel, is condem- 


demnation ſhall be more aggravated, than it this new Wk, 
Object of Faith had never been preſented, or if this Pie 
Light had never come into the World, v. 19. = . 

10. Hence, If Chriſt be given as the Covenant of the 


t 
People, then we may ſee the Nature of Faith, and | 


- 


2 thee as a Covenant of the People, Faith ſays ak 4 
omething by Way of Anſwer correfponding with the H: 


Faith ſays, I take ; God ſays, I give him for a Cove- 
nant ; Faith ſays, I take him for a Covenant; God 
ſays, I give him for a Covenant of the People; Faith wil 


- fays, I am one of the People, I take him for my Co- 


venant, my own Covenant, my own All: Ir is the wu 
People's Covenant in the general Offer, but my Cove- his 
nant in the particular Application of Faith: Faith 
breaks the Shell, and eats the Kernel. The gene- 
ral Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ſays, He is given for a 
Covenant of the People; the particular Application of 
Faith, ſays, He N for a Covenant to me; God 
ſays, I give him; Faith ſays, IT take him as a Gift, a 
free Gift; God ſays, I. give him, it is I chat gives 
him, Faith ſays, Lord, I take him as thy Gitt, as 
God's Gift; God ſays, I will give him, it is my Will 
to do it; Faith ſays, Thy Will be done, even ſo! 
take him according to thy Will, Amen, fo be it; and 
all the People ſhould ſay Amen, and every one for him- 
ſelf ſhould ſay Amen to God's Offer, and receive and 
reſt upon him alone for Salvation, as he is offered, 
and in ſo doing, believe, that through the Grace of che 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be ſaved, AFs 5. II. 
11, Hence, If Chriſt be thus given for a Covenant 
all the 
Hearers 


ay » 


ö E 
reers of the Goſpel have: Why ? the Offer is uni- 
Wal to all chat hear the Goſpel, [ give him for a Co- 
Wnt of the People. Let Arminians maintain at their 
Wl, their univerſal Redemption; but we maſt main- 
ndem- WF ar our Peril, the univerſal Offer: Neceſſity is 
Con- upon us, and wo to us, if we preach not this Goſ- 
$ new ſto every Creature. Chriſt is ſo far given to all the 
if this le that hear the Gaſpel, that it is warrantable for 
to receive the Gift; it is no Preſumption for 
of the to rake what God gives, they ſhall not be guilty 
1, and cious Intromiſſion in To doing; nay, they ſhall be 
I will Ry, they ſhall be damned, if they believe not, and 
h ſays not God's Gift. It is true, Reprobates will ex- 
ch the chemſelves, but this Goſpel- offer does not exclude 
we; ; they have as fair a revealed Warrant to believe, 


zegin. 
lation 
e may 
- and 


ov e- Elect have We cannot ſay, you are an Elect 

God you are an Elect Woman, therefore believe; 
Faith ¶ Ve no ſuch Commiſſion: Nay, God, by this Goſ- . 

1y Co- at the Covenant in among all the People, ſaying, 


is the erer will, let him take; whoſoever pleaſes, let 
Cove- ke, and in taking, he ſhall have a Proof of his 
Faith an Elect, As it 1s ſaid of the Jews, Id them belong 
e gene- venant and Promiſes; ſo ſay I to you Gentiles, The 
1 for a ant belongs to you, the Promiſe is to you and 
tion of Children; you ow a Right and a Warrant to 
3 God ll, and this Right was ſealed to you in Baptiſm, 


alft, a W's proclaimed to you in this, Goſpel, and you 
. 2 be inexcuſable if you improve it not; you will 
zift, 45 none to blame for your Damnation but your 
y Will . and your own Enmity and IIL-will; tu wil 
en fo I Wiſe to me that you might have Life. I would have 
t; and ea you, and you would not. : 

or him- 


Hence we may ſec the Certainty of the Conver- 
of the 1 whoſe Converſion in particular, 1s 
s$ great End and Deſign in exhibiting Chriſt as 
-ovenant to the People in general. It is with a 
zu to give Chriſt to them in Poſſeſſion, that he 


ve and 
ftered ; 
> of che 
- FI; 


ovenant him to a viſible Church in the Goſpel-Offer. 
the bor the Elects Sake chat the Reprobate have an 
earers 


Otter 


J 2 


en. 


— oͤ— 
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Goſpel is the Mean which he ſanctifies and bleſſes if 
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of his Soul. The Election ſhall obtain, and all that 


1 ; 
Offer of Chriſt ; and if once all the Ele& were gath« 


ed, the Sound of this ſilver Trumpet of the Goſpt 1 
Mall be heard no more. The Diſpenfation of thi 


that End, for working and begetting of Faith in all 1488p"? 
Elect, whoſe Names, as I ſaid before, are all records 

in the Original Draught of the Covenant, which is ii 
deed a ſealed Writ, that we have nothing to do wil" 
till once we have ſubſcribed the open Copy that . 
here before us all. However this Work is not % I 
arbitrary to the Will of Men, otherwiſe none wol 
ever be willing; for all are Enemies, and the Pow 
of Enmity is inſuperable by Men: Therefore ll 
Text promiſes, not only the Means, the general Di 
nation of Chriſt in the indefinite Offer, but alſo 88 
Power, the effectual Application of the Covenant 
Grace, to the Converſion of all whom Chriſt did 
dertake for. Why? The Covenant, here exhibi: 
is propoſed as a Covenant of Light, Light to the Gi Il 
tiles, and to remove ſpiritual Darkneſs ; a Covenam 
Sight, to open blind Eyes, and ſo to remove ſpirit. 2 
Blindneſs; and a Covenant of Liberty, to remove 
ritual Bondage to Sin and Satan; all which denote 
fectual Vocation, which is a being brought from D 
neſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto G% 
And hence we ſee, how effectual Vocation and far} 
Faith followed upon this very Goſpel / Diſpenſaty 
AEs 13. 47, 48. So that an effectual Application 
the Covenant of Grace is here promiſed to Chrili, f 
Behalf of all that were given to him: It is abſol% 
ly promiſed, that He ſbal ſce his 'Seed, and ſee the Tri 
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ather hath given him, ſhall come to him; and 
we ſee that the Accompliſhment hereof, is by Vil 
and Means of his Appointment, in the general In 
tion and Call of thE Goſpel. God, by his Will 
Precept revealed, commands all, wherever the G 
pel comes, to believe; and he mocks none, for 


that do believe ſhall certainly be ſaved: And "i 


E 
1 , 


= r 
— 


Fl 2 


b . 

e gathe ne have Power to make the Means effectual, yet 
> Goßhe utmoſt Attendance to the general Call of the 
of 1&'Þ<!, is of the utmoſt concernment to your Souls 
Jefles t Eternity ; for who knows that he 1s not of that 
n all HM nber, whom Chriſt covenanted for, and will make 
record ficctual unto? But fo vaſt and comprehenſive is this 
CGrine, that I might begin anew, to give a Bundle 


ich 181 . 8 
do vit vore Inferences therefrom. ; : 
y that ww Hence we may ſee the miſerable Circumſtances 
not 1% 1 Unbelievers, that hear this Goſpel, and yet re- 
ne wolf God's Gift of Chriſt as a Covenant. They conti- 
he Pow under a Covenant of Works, both in its command- 
fore and condemning Power. That they are under its 
neral DEcmning Power, is evident; for, ſays Chriſt, He 
t alſo 8 belle vet not, is condemmed already : And that they 
venant under its commanding Power, is evident alſo; 
t . did 1 8 3. the Apoſtle, They are Debtors to do the whole 
I. 5. z. In Alim's Covenant, they remain 


hibi: 
* = Obligation to Duties and Puniſhment, as long 


ey are not intereſted in the New Covenant. 


m K 
e Hirk = by the Goſpel they are obliged to ſeek a 


to Life through Chriſt's Obedience, and Free. 
from Wrath, through his Satisfaction; yet while 
Covenant is ſlighted, they remain obliged, in 
own Perſons, to yield perfect Obedience, upon 
of Damnation ; if they be not under the Com- 
with the Promiſe, Do, and. Live, they are under 
ommand with the Threatning, Do and be Dam- 
hey are in a miſerable State; for the leaſt Fai- 
in Obedience to the Command, brings them un- 
he whole Curſe of the Threatning, and Wrath 


move 
denote 
rom D 
unto Gal 
nd fa 
ſpenſatis 45F 
ication ui 
Chriſt, 5 . 10 


s abſolu 


hc T ; ; 

al har al God, while they will not have a bet- 
„ and, nan. oP 

6 by W Hence we may ſee the Folly of all that prefer a- 

ral Ini ing Covenant to this Covenant, which God 

s Will for our Relief. The Covenant of Works is 


2 ruining Covenant, yet many prefer this Co- 


2 t to Chriſt, the Covenant of the People. They 
And i their doing to Chriſt's: doing, while they can- 


"i nor 
1 
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LR, 
not believe they ſhall have Acceptance with 6: 
upon Chriſt's Doing and Obedience ; and yet _ . 
hope, that if they do their beſt, then God will! 
cept of them. O proud Devil, that thus makes t 
Dung of thy Duties of more Account than 
perfect Obedience of the Son of God! The Coven; 
with Hell is alſo a ruining Covenant, and yet t 
World prefers this alſo to that glorious Covena 
while they are in League with their Luſts, and pre 
their baſe Idols to the Son of God, c. ; 

3. Herce we may ſee the Difference betwixt the Lf 
and the Goſpel, the Covenant of Works and the ( 
venant of Grace. The Law promiſes nothing but wh 
on our Doing; the Goſpel promiſes nothing but ol 
on Chriſt's Bon He is the Covenant of the Peco 
The Covenant of Works promiſes Life, if we ow 
in our own Perſons; the Covenant of Grace ll 
miſes Life, if we obey in our Surety. The Col 
dition of the Covenant of IWorks, and the Coves2"i 
Grace both, is perfect Obedience; but here lies 
Difference, the Condition of the Covenant 
Works is perfect Obedience perſona!; tho Co 
tion of the Covenant of Grace is perfect Ob 
ence imputed, and conveyed to us by a Faith of Ga 
Operation. Yet both Law and Goſpel: are ſwet 
ſubſervient, the one to the other, and work to one 
other's Hand, while the Law declares what Obedie! 
| God requrgs, and the Goſpel provides that Obedien 
and points out Chriſt as the AlFof'it; ſo Faith d. 
not make void the Law, but eſtabliſhes it, and mal 
ir honourable, &. Chriſt hath fulfilled the C 
dition of the Covenant, to the Father's Contentme 
The Lord is well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs ſake, for ke 
magni ſied the Law, and made it honourable. 

4. Hence we may fec the Difference betwixt G0 
Covenant of Grace, and our Covenant of Duties. 
Covenant of Duties is either private and perſonal, We 1 
publick and national. If by perſonal Covenanting 
either meant believing at firft, and . laying Hol 
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us withal remember, there is a vaſt Difference betwixt 


able, and ſtands faſt in Chriſt. Many poor Chriſtians 


People; then it is a Divine Covenant, a Covenant d 
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giving him this and the other Service, in hope of ples 


not the Way of it, but I'll give, and you ſhall tak | 
1 


— 


6 : 


God Covenant and our Covenant, betwixt his Promiſe, 
and our Promiſe: We may break and change a thou- 
ſand Times, but the Covenant of Grace is unchange- 


miſtake Matters ſadly, by confounding their Covenant 
and 2 to Duty, with God's Covenant of 
Grace. They covenant to ſerve the Lord, and the 
next Day they break it; O! ſays the Man, the Cove-W 
nant of Grace is broken. Groſs Ignorance ! the Co- 
venant of Grace is quite another Thin Therefore, 

5. Hence we may infer, If Chriſt be given for a Co. 
venant of the People, the tranſcendent Excellency of 
this, above all other Covenants, whether of Legal 
Works, or. Goſpel-Duties. For here the Father i 
promiſing to the Son, that he ſhould be a Covenant þ 
of the People; and ſo ir imports all the excellent CQ. 
lities and Properties that can be in a Covenant. 4 

1. If Chriſt be given of God for a Covenant of the E: 


's making, and not of ours; it was made when 7] 
knew nothing about it ; it was made when we were no. 
thing, yea, when we were foreſeen to be a Company d 4 
loſt undone Sinners: God made ir with his So 
and eftabliſhed#all the Articles, Promiſes and Bleſſing 
of it, before the Foundation of the World was laid 
yea, it is God that makes the Elect Soul, in a Di 
of Power, to take up the Extract of it, to read it, u 
love it, to 7 it. "Sore 1 
Again, 2. If Chriſt be given for a Covenant of ti: 
People, then it is a free Covenant, altogether free, ab 
ſolute, and unconditional to us. It is a Covenant giv" 
of God, I will give thee for a Covenant. Our leg" 
Hearts are ſtill for giving ſomething to God, and fol 


ing, and pacitying him, and doing fo and fo in Or it, 
to Acceptance with him. Nay, but fays God, you it 
giving me, is vain, unleſs I give you; your giving "ſy or 


A. 


9 


E 


The Legaliſt is ay for giving, but the Believer is ay 


betwirt for takin you muſt know that here yon have nothing 
Promiſc, to give, but to take. There is an Order indeed ob- 
a thou- WW ſerved in the Covenant, and in God's giving: There is 
change- ¶ a Condition of Connection betwixt one Bleſſing and 


hriſt ian 


: another; firſt the Spirit of Faith is given, and then by 
:ovenant 


Faith the Man takes other Bleſſings, and receives of 


nant of Chriſt's Fulneſs, Grace for Grace. Here God gives 
and the all, and Faith takes all. All that is required is given: 
8 and all that is given, is given freely. Faith itſelf doth 


but receive a Right; it does not give one: It acts in a 
Way of taking what God gives; it takes the Covenant 
that God gives, it takes the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which is the meritorious Condition of the Covenant, 
and fo is the Means of our being accounted righteous. 
Not a Promiſe of Life, or of the eternal Reward, can 
the Believer lay claim to, but in Chriſt ; for all the 
Promiſes are in him Na, and in him Amen ; in him, in 
him, twice over, as I faid already: Why? we cannot 
laim wy one Promiſe in our Name, upon performing 
any Goſpel-condition, tho by the Helps of Grace; for 
ben, tho it were never ſo ſmall, it were of Debt to us: 
arg "i Hut our only Claim is in him, that is, in the Right of 
1pany "our elder Brother Jeſus Chriſt ; and thus it is of Debt 
mea Wo him, but only of Grace to us: And thus God is not 
| 1410 bebtor to us, but to himſelf, to his own Goodneſs 
oo I Y and Faithfulneſs, and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. | If ei- 
a Dig eber Faith or Obedience were a proper Condition, then 
d it, there were a ſuſpending the Ads of God, upon ſome 
Cong of the Creature; which, ſays an eminent Di- 
vine (Dr. Owen) cannot be, without ſubjecting Eter- 
nity to Pime, the Firſt Cauſe the Second, tothe Creator 
to the Creature. 2s 
3. Again, If Chriſt be the Covenant of the People, 
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and "ſl then it is a full Covenant, having all Things in it; it 
f py bach Grace and Glory in it, Happineſs md Kaen in 
1 Or „ u., Peace and Pardon, yea Chriſt who is All in all is in 
d, Voi i; tor he is the All of it. Who can tell me of a Grace 
ll ts „ gracious Quality that does not ſpring out of this Co- 
| SF, 6 2 


Tb venant 
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\ 


UC 


vo > 


venant and the Promiſes of it? It takes in all the Pro- 
miſes made to Chriſt and to us. Some Promiſes are 
conftitutive of the Covenant, as theſe betwixt the Fa- 
ther and the Son, concerning a Seed; and here, Chriſt 
Hath ſome peculiar Promiſes appropiate to him, which 
are not afforded to us in the ſame Manner and Degree 
Others are executive, or referring to the Execution and 
Application of it, as, Heb. 10. 11, 12. Some are prin- 
cipal, and concern the End, Eternal Life; others el; 
principal, and concern the Means, whither internal, as 
the Spirit and Faith, or external, as Ordinances, all is 
comprized in the Covenant. | 
4. Again, If Chrift- be the Covenant, then it is 4 
ſure Covenant, the ſure Mercies of David. This Founda- 
tion of Gods ſtands ſure: This Covenant is ſecured by 
the Oath of. God to his eternad Son, Once have I ſur: i 
my Holiueſs, that I will nat lie anto David. He hath 
ſworn, that the Bargain ſhall ſtand, inſomuch, that if 
all the Devils in Hell ſhould attack the weakeſt Belicv- i 
er in Chriſt, or that ever looked towards a covenanted ll: 
Chriſt, they cannot ruin him, it is impoſſible ; for the 
Covenant, in which he is wrapt up, is eſtabliſhed, ll 
drawn up and concluded betwixt 'two unchangeabl:l 
Perſons, in Preſence of that conſenting , unchangeable Wl 
Witneſs, the holy Ghoſt, one God, and of one and the Wl 
fame Will eſſentially with the Father and the Son; 
The Lora hath ſworn and will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt fo i 
ever. The Parties of the Covenant of Grace are not 
God and Man, but God and Chriſt ; and the Believe 
is no otherways a Party, but in Chriſt. And here is 2 
Bottom of everlaſting Conſolation, that Chriſt and he 
are within one and $ ſame Covenant, and it ftands a 
ſure to them as it ſtands faſt in him. In a Word, il 
Chriſt be the Covenant, then it is a glorious Covenant 
a holy Covenant, an everlaſting Covenant; but I omit 
a great deal of Particulars thas | might here mention. 


6. Hence we may infer, what is the Marrow of the 

Goſpel-Feaſt in the Sacrament of the Supper ; it is even 

Chrift, given of God to be the Oe of the oye WW 
" b TAE — ” or þ 


* . 


* 


WW; 


Pro- Ir in the Sacrament, Chriſt and the Benefits of the 
es are ſw Covenant are repreſented, ſealed and applied to Be. 
e Fa- Wevers, To take the Sacrament, is nothing but a 
Zhrilt Nock, if People do not in it ſacramentally, really, and 
rhich Hlievingly take Chriſt as the Covenant of the People: 
egrce. Nea, the Sacrament of the Supper is the Seal of the 
on and hverarr, confirming to the Believer all the Promiſes 
prin- Wſercof; This is the New Teſtament in my Blood. The Co- 
rs leß n is ſure enough in itſelf; but the Believer is ne- 


too ſure of it, while he hath Unbelief in him: 
d therefore God hath condeſcended to pive us all 
it we could require of the moſt faithleſsand diſhoneſt 


jal, as 
all is 


t is n upon the Face of the Earth, that we may believe 
2unca- n; not only his Word and Writ, and Oath, but 
ed by Seal too; and all hath enough ado to confirm the 
' ſugrn Niever's Faith; yea, nothing will confirm and 
e hath ngthen his Faith, but the ſame almighty Power of 
that ii which wrought it at firſt, even the Power where- 
licv- A he raiſed Chriſt from the dead. Yet, in theſe 
nanted ans, he uſes to convey his Power for that End, and 


or the 


eecore the Believer is to uſe them: I fay, the Belie- 
liſhed, ll 


becauſe none, who by Unbelief refuſe the Cove- 
geablc Bp, arc to meddle with the Seal thereof, to profane 
geable yea, my that uſe the Seal, and refuſe the Cove- © 
nd the : they ſeal their own Condemnation ; for, being 
| wy oc: the Covenant of Works, they ſeal no other - Cove- 
ieſt for 


than that which they are under; and ſo they ſeal 
ſelves up under the n and Curſe of the Co- 
ut of Works, which is the ny Curſe of the great 


But now, paſling all other Uſes, I come to cloſe 
= Word » 3% Other 5 
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ere 154 
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ands a. For Exkorration. If God hath given Chriſt to be 

ord, it wenn of the People, then the native Exhortati-: 
venan, ' 1. That al the People take the Covenant that G 
I om ere giving them. And, 2. That all who take this 
tion. take the Seal thereof in the Sacrament of the 

of the er. But, at the Time, I confine myſelf to the 

is even of the. _ . e are 1 
People : n Exhortation is to all the People that hear mo. 


That 
0 0 


. 

That ſeeing God makes Offer of his Chriſt to you, ar 
a7: him as a Covengnt of the People, you would tl 

is Gift off his Hand. I am come to make an Ofter! 
Chriſt, as the All of the Covenant, to you, in his Nan 
who is the Covenant, and in his Father's Name, wt 

ives him for a Covenant of the People. If you go to 

ommunion-Table, and take the Seal of the Covenar 
before you take the Covenant itſelf, you'll but mc 
God, and ſet a Seal to a Blank; yea, you'll ſeal ye 
Covenant with Hell, and trample under Foot the Blo 
of the everlaſting Covenant. And therefore, I call jd 
all, before-hand, to come and take the Covenam. 
T know not how the Call will be entertained ; ma 
will {light it, but yet we muſt make the Offer in Go 
Name, who bids us preach the Goſpel to every Crill 
ture. I know that you cannot and will not embr 
the Offer, without Divine Almighty Power be exten 
ed; but he uſes to make the Goipel-offer the Chan 
of his Power to win Souls to himſelf. I know, mol 
over, that as you're unworthy of ſuch an Offer, an 
moſt unworthy to make ſuch an Offer; ſo you wo 


mind, it is not me you have to do with, but the g 
and eternal God, 4 is offering his Son to you lr ! 
a Covenant this Day: And as it ſets ſuch a glam. + 
God to make ſuch a glorious Offer, ſo it ſets no nt, 
Sinner here to refuſe the Offer: And chooſe or rc! ord 
you muſt ; there is no Middle; either you muſt rec him 
or reject Chriſt this Day, for he is offered univerſii u v 
to all the People here for a Covenant. I know fürth e d 
that it is one of the hardeſt Things in the World, in 
Men to perfwade themſelves, that God is in earncl cha 
offering Chriſt to them, and giving Chriſt to then el 
particular: And yet becauſe this is the very Porch che 
Avenue of Faith, O plead that God would deliver et. 
from ſuch blaſphemous Thoughts as tend to give s, 
Lie to the God of Truth, who ſwears by his Life enn 
he will have no Pleaſure in your Death. Men es: 
find to their Coſt, that he called them in earneſt to Er. \ 
lieve, when he damns them in earneſt for their U" is C 


i 


o 
9 


C33 
; for he that believes not ſhall be damned. I know 


her, that many deceive themſelves with a tem- 


yOu, an 
,uld tab 


| Offer Weary Faith, thinking they rake Chriſt when there 


no Faith of Divine Operation, but a counterfeit Faith 


me, Wl gneir own forging : However, the Covenant muſt be 
u g0 t0 , and Chriſt offered, tho he ſhould be a Stumbl- 
—_— g- block to many, over which they fall and break 


ir Necks; For the Covenant will draw ſore to it pow- 
uy and ſweetly, to raiſe a Divine Building on a Di- 
e Teſtimony. I offer then a whole Covenant, a whole 
riſt to you, in his Father's Name, who gives him 
a Covenant ; will not you take, when God gives ? 


ſeal yo 
he Bla 
[ call jo 


nan: . 


d ; Gol is true, God is not ſpeaking immediately to you in 
in Gr Ws Text, but to Chriſt, faying, I. will give thee for 4 
＋ 85 aur of the People ; but ſtill fo much the better for 


ſeeing it is on your Behalf, that God who cannot 
, the Eternal God is ſpeaking to his Eternal Son in 
rr Favours. There is the ſurer Ground, and ſtrong- 
„ 10 Argument for your Faith, that you may ſay, Lord, 
er, anke thee at thy Word, and it is not thy Word to 
du wog only; if it were directed immediately to me at the 
the ” Hand, I am ſuch a black filthy Monſter of Hell, 
vou durſt not credit it; but it is thy Word to the 
Slo, fair Immanuel, who is thy Heart's Darling and De- 
ts no ht, in whom thou art well pleaſed ; and I think thy 


exten 
Chan 


or 1c Ford to him muſt be a ſure Word, and it is thy Word 
ft rey im concerning me: Whatever I be, I am ſure 
wer PU will not go back of thy Word to him; and lo, I 
; fur i thee at thy Word, and upon thy faithful Word 
orl , im, who is the true and faithful Wimeſs ; I agree 
earn” ar Contract, and put in my Name, conſenting to 
4 tber e him for a Covenam to me. O ſure Work, if that 
orch de Way of it! as fare as God is faithful and true to 
liver l = ctcrnally beloved Son. Well, Man, Woman, 
LI s Lad, do you find in your Heart thus to take the 
N ein the Bulk? Need I ſay any more for Mo- 


5? Conſider, 


oft 5 .. What for a State you're in, while you're out of 
eir Um 8 


$ Covetiane: You're under under a Com of 


"y Works, 


* 
- 


- Firſt was broken, yea, from Eternity, yet It is a ne 


. fearful Looking for of Judgment, and fiery Wrath, that 


1 


Works, and ſo under the Wrath and Vengeance 
Ged, under the Bondage and Curſe of the Law ; yr: 
you're in Covenant with Hell and Death by th 
Contract; you have nothing to expect, but a terrib 
Death ſhortly, and a horrible Hell eternally. 

2. Conſider, that this Covenant is the laſt Barg 
that ever God will make with you, or for you: Th 
Covenant of Works is broken, and you're damned fd 
ever, if you be not under another, for that Bargain! 
blown up. This new Chvenart is a Plank after Shi 
wreck ; tho it was contrived and tranſacted before t 


Cu 
0VEr 
Vay, 
Devi 
rom 
bis « 
aida 
Ve i 
les. 


d yo! 
n 


Bargain r to us after the Old is gone; and, 
you refuſe this, there is not another Covenant to ue. 
vou; -There remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but à Certi 


conſume the Aaverſaries. 2 

3. Conſider, that this Covenant is a Bargain ma 
ready to your Hand: It is not a Covenant of your 
making, it was made before the World was made, i 
drawn up in the Counſel of Peace: And the All ol 


| 3 to you in Chriſt, who is the great Ordinan lf 
Inſtitution and Appointment of the Father, for y 1» 
Relief and Recovery from Sin and Miſery ; for yn<* 
hath God the Father ſealed, ſealed and authorized him 
be the Bread of Life to periſhing Souls, ſealed and for 
ven him for a Covenant of the People, God hath ſea e 
and made ready a Covenant for you; and all that i 
quired of you, is only, that you will not difcre! 1 
God, and make him a Liar, but through Grace ſet 1 
your Seal that God is true, receiving his Teſtimal 71 
Concerning his Son. dee —_ 
4. Conſider, That you have a good Claim and R 

to this Covenant, or a Warrant to accept of it: 1 
have a Warrant, by the Call and Command of Gf 
to believe; This is Lis Commandment, that ye believe en for 

| Name of his Son, You have a Warrant ſealed to you 
ready by your Baptiſmal Sacrament, it was a ſea — 


Right to believe in Chriſt, and to take him for a0 


A 


* 

enant ; and you're obliged thereby to tale Hold of this 
ovenant, and if you will not ſet your Hand to it this 
Day, you practically renounce your Baptiſm, and the 
vil hath a ſtrong Grip of you. You have a Warrant 
rom the general, indefinite Promiſe and Publication of 


eance 
w ; ye 
by th 
terrib 


Barg his Covenant to you: The Promiſe is to you, and to your 
|: T laren, and to you is the Word of this Salvation ſent. I'll 
nned ve hin for a Covenant of the People, a Light to the Gen- 
arga'n WW. So that it is publiſhed and directed to you, Man; 


er dn 
efore t 
is a na 

and, 


wn. It is a Covenant for you, for every Soul of you 
ithin the four Corners of this Houſe; even you that 
e thinking, O it is not me that is meant: Ves, it is 
to (Py. Away with Unbelief, and let your Heart ſay, 
a cert his is a Covenant for me: That is a Believing with 
that fi plioation; and wherefore am I ſent here, but to tell 
chat this Covenam is tor you? You're welcome to 
in ma hoſoever will. | : 
jour . Confider upon what Terms you may have this 
ade, Rr. On what Terms? The Condition of the 
All ogg 1s already fulfilled; Chrift hath brought in e- 


rdinanaſting r and God hath accepted it, 
for ya / well pleaſed with it, and on this Account pro- 
for s all other Things frgely ; not a Farthing have 
d him do pay for this Covenant, it is God's Gift, TA give 
2 | for a Covenant. There are but two Words neceſſa- 
th ſca'l 


o make ap this whole Buſineſs; the one is a Word 
7 God, a 


hat is ying, I give him far a Covenant, the o- 
diſcret Is from you, ſayin . take him for a Covenant ts 
ace ſet The firſt. Word is {aid already, I give ; and if you 
ſtim" Faith to ſay, 7 tate, this the Covenant hath in the 


m of it; The Spirit to work is promiſed in it; for 


nd RY at ys, I give him for a Covenant, ſays alſo, I have 

it: Vo” pon him, and be ſhall bring forth Judgment ta 

of G ils: Yea, with the ſame Breath that he is gi- 

eve en 1 for a Covenant, he is given for 4 Light ta wer bod 

o you "HP 4" for: Liberty to open Priſan-doors. Now, Faith to 

: ſeale | s coven | and this whole Covenant, and all 
or a0 


@ N 
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you, Woman; you have a Claim to rake it for your 


U 


40% in it, ig laid Mi your Hand; all is g ue, we" 
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the Covenant is given. Why, Sir, I think you leave me 
nothing ado at all. Vea, as much as you can do, and 
that is juſt nothing If you can believe by your gun 
Power, then I'l] take back my Word; but that Iko. 
ou cannot. do: And I give you as much ado as m 
Tens allows, which offers all, when it offers Chriſt a4 
a Covenant to you. But will you rel me, what the 
wore are you, that you who can do nothing, get no- 
thing ado; and that he who can do all Things, gets all 
the Work and all the Praiſe? Are you not pleat! 
with the'e Terms, to have all freely, without Money, 
and without Price? | n 
6. Conſider, that the moſt Part of the World rejecuf 
this Covenant, and deſpi es this free Gift of God. The 
legal, unbelieving Heart will not have Chriſt at thai 
eaſie Rate; the Gevilich proud Spirit of Man is not for 3 
taking a Covenan? from God, but for making a cv 
w ith him, for as ill as they are at keeping Covenant: il 
They cannot believe that God will give all for nothing 
N and the efore they will not take, withour making ſom 
0 Bargain of their own; yea, they thick, that this W of 
of taking Chriſt for all, is an Enemy to Holineſs ., Au 
becauſe they thus contemn and reproach this holy Coll 
venant of Free Grace, which only can furniſh then 
Witlr Holineſs, therefore God hath blaſted all rhe: 
Hol ine ſs, inſomuch that there was never leſs Hol ine 
5 nor more Wickedneſs in a Chriſtian World. I v8 
* the moſt Part of the World reje& Chriſt the gift 
5 Covenant, few in the World will have him, few i 
Scotland ill have him. And, Ts it nothing to you ail lh 
that paſs by? Do you think it a ſmall Matter, to Wn 
i the World crucity ing the Lord of Glory, and interpeꝶ 
I _ tatively renewing the Bloody Tragedy again, that vi 2 
| acted at Jeruſalem really? And will ye have a Hand" 
the Murder alto: The more they be that reject him, i 
more ſhould ye re ee him. He hath long been (et be 
fore you in a preached Goſpel, and you ber long re 
fuſed him, and you know not but this may be the la 
Communjon-Offer that ever you'll. get of him, 700 
ie wil hear his Voice, harden not your Hearts, bt 


— 
— — 
_— — 
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OY 8 -, Conſider, that you cannot pleaſe God, nor glori- h 
> oa fy him ſo much any Way,, as by taking this gifted Ce- | 


venant out of his Hand, As Abraham ſtaggered not at the 


kr 
* Promiſe through Tnbelief, but was ſirong in the Faith, giving 


it _— Glory te God; ſo to take this Covenant of Promie is the 
at the Way to give Glory to God You'll pleaſe him better 
et no. chan ever your Sins difplea'ed him, yea, it is impoſſible 
ets al = to pleaſe him any other Way; for w/thout Faith it is im- 
leated poſſible to pleaſe God: But in this Way you'll plea e him, 
loner, and content his Heart; * youll give more Satisfac- 

tion to his Juſtice for all your Sins, than your ever- 
reiech laſting Damnation would do; for this a Covenant with 
3 him by Sacrifice, a Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling Sa- 
ar thigvour, Giving infinite Dejection; for he that is given 
not fu for a Covenant, is given for a Sacrifice, by which God 


ls plea'ed, and glorified to the Higheſt 


C : 
Y 8. To name no moxe, conſider that this Covenant 


Jenant! MOK 7 
thing can anſwer all Objectio s; and the very Propoſal in 
2 ſoa the Text is ſuch as may o viate all, on whatever 


i” Wa Ground you ſtate them. 1% give thee for a Covenant of 
, An be People, a Lizht of the Gentiles, to open blind Eyes, and 
UL * out of their Pri ſou-houſe. There is no 
Room, no Place for any Objection here; for the Te- 
11 the nor of the Covenant anſwers all Difficulties. Whate- 
ver be the Prion-houſe you're in, this Covenant not 
only knocks at the Priſon-door, but breaks open the 
| r, and comes in, ſaying, There is my Hand of 
few "li Power to help you out, will you take my Help? © 
ee, :bo haſt deſtrored thy ſelf, lut in me is thy Help: 


0% a . 

<4 to le ill you have it? Let your Heart ſay, Lord, it is 
incero welcome. Are you in the Priſon of the loweſt Hell 
that v that ever any was in upon Earth? This Covenant 
Hand i mes fo low as to lift you up, if you do not reject the 
him, it Coun(el of Ged againſt your ſelves. . Would you wiſh 
n ſet to be free of all that Deadnefs, Hardneſs, Blindneſ, 
long n tupidity and Enmity, which you reckon make you 
> the l unar, and unprepared for coming to Chriſt, and taking 


: this Covenant? Why this Covenant is adapted for 
aug theſe Plagues; and when you take this Cove- 
A H ; | 


2 nant, 
© | 


(600) 


nant, you take it as a Cure for all theſe Diſcaſe- 
which never can be cured till you take this Remedy, 
for to cure yourſelves, and then come to this Covenant, 


is impoſſible ; but to come to this Covenant, and ge: | 


the Cure of all Maladies that affect you, is God's infti- 


tuted Means of Salvation. Would you wiſh to be fre: 8 
of that Temptation, that you're no Elect? Accept of 


this bleſſed Bargain, and your Election is ſure. Who 
dare ſay that you're a Reprobate ?Poor Worm of Veſter. 
day's Date, will you ſpeak as if you had been upon th: 


-Privy-council of Heaven from all Eternity? Will 
you rather beguile the Devil, =O whatever I be, 

„and therefore I'll 
II of God? But, 
if I be not an Elect, I will not get Grace to venture, 
or Grace to believe. What mean you, Man, by Grace 


this Covenant conſtitutes my 
venture upon the Covenant at the 


to believe? Is not Grace to believe conveyed by 


ſuch a Call as this? And therefore if you flight this 

Call, you flight the Grace that would make you be. 
eve ; and therefore, O let not the Devil make a Fool 
of you: Would you with to be free of that Temprati- if 
on, that you have {amed the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſ?, ant il 


that there is no Mercy for you? Way, if you embrace 
this Offer this Day, you may b 


not keep you, but this Covenant will, Jer. 32. 49 


Are there any here that want Throughbearing in the 
ral Difficulties? Here is a Covenant that ſays, Brea 
Jhall be given thee, and thy Water ſhall be ſure ; yea, ver-. 
ty thou ſhalt be fed, and in the Day of Famine ſhall be ſati- i 
fied. Are there any here that cannot get Reſt arnong q 


World, and are fear'd for Straits, and even 


5 


e ſure you was never 
pailty, nor ever ſhall, Tell me the Clauſe of the 
ext that ſecludes you from meddling with this Cove- 
nant ; and why will you debar yourſelves ? What » 
the Caſe that this Covenant cannot anſwer ? Are there 
any here that have falſe and fickle Hearts, that break ln 
all Bonds? O here is a ſuitable Covenant for you. f 
you cannot keep the Covenant, the Covenant will keep Bl 
you. The Baſtard-covenants of your own making will 


Ove 


Xx; 


©. Ba 


3 | \ 
the Creatures, Here is a Covenant that ſayt, Come to 


iſeaſes, 

medy , all ye that are weary and heavie laden, and I will give 
enant, . Are there any here, that think themſelves poor, 
nd get ect Creatures, ſaying, O I am but a Burden to my 


, inſ{ti- 
De fre: 8 
ept of 
Who 
( eſter- 
on the 
Will 
I be, 
re I 


F. and a Burden to all that are about me; no Body 
es for me, and, I fear God cares not for me either; 
caſt out at all Hands? O here is a Covenant that 
, He will gat her together the Outcaſis of Ifrael. Is there 
here fear d for Death, and knows not how to win 
ough that dark Trance? O here is a Covenant fit 
you, that ſays, O Death, I will be thy Plague, and 
10 ſhall be ſwallowed up in Victory. Are there any here 
ouring under Deſertion? Here 1s a Covenant that 

But, , Tl lead the Blind in a Way they pow not. I'll never 
nture, e hon nor forſake you. Are ye for this Covenant? Is 
Grace Mre any here labouring under Temptations? Here is 
2d by ovenant that ſays, 7he God of Peace will bruiſe Satan 
it this uur Feet ſhortly ; and My Grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
ou be. Is there any here labouring under the Power of 
Found Corruption? Here is a Covenant that ſays, J 
aprati- n Spirit within you, and * you to walk in my 
?, ane, I will ſubdue your Ini quity: Yea, he who is the 
brace ¶enant ſays, For your Sake I fanfify myſelf, that you alſo 
never be ſanftifed. And again, The Water that 1 ſball give 
of the % be in him a Well of Water ſpringing up to eternal 
Cove- Is there any here ſaying, 45 a loſt Creature? 
hat i; e Covenant is 4 come to ſeek and to ſave that 
there N was loft. Is there any here faying, O I have ſin- 


break to the uttermoſt ? This Covenant ſays, He is able 
u. Tf to the uttermsſt, If you fay, you cannot believe, 
| keep Covenant fays, Chriſt, who is the All of the Cove- 
g will is he Author of Faith; and the Spirit of Faith is 
2. 40. Ven when the Covenant is given, all Grace is given 
in the en it is given. Are you content to have this Cove- 
«mp0» r, and all the Grace of it? If you ſay, you cannot 
Breai ent, the Covenant ſays, Him hath God AR be with his 
ver- Hand, to giwe Repentance. What is the Caſe that 


: ſati- | Covenant cannot anſwer 2 Why, fay you, You're 
more nz us all, both Wicked and Godly, to accept of 
3 venant: But does not God fay to the Wicked, 

nn ( Whot 


\ 


E - 
- — * 
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ing thou hateſt Inſtrucsi on, and caſteſt ny Law bebiui 


the Covenant of Grace is embraced, the C 


Sins of the World; it is a coming to Jeſus to be (a 


Covenant of Grace ſays a good Word to me, I h. A 


"ta. ) 


What haft they to do to take my Covenant in thy Mo), | 


Back. Very true, he fays fo, Pſal. 50. 16. Yea, 
Voice of God in the Law, ſays, Vengeance upon you, i 
there is no eſcaping that Vengeance, bur Hean 
and Believing what the Voice of God in the Goſj 
covenant ſays, and by taking it, not in your Mouti 75 
abuſe it, but in your Heart to love and improve it i. 
E. Sanctification as well as for your Juſtificai . 0. 
or making you holy as welt as happy. God's C 
nant is a holy Covenant, and it works out Sin, 
advances Holineſs in all that are uvder it Meg. 
would ye have me believing in Chriſt before my 
be reformed ? may ſome fay. Yea, | would have 
believe in Chriff” in Order to Reformation, and ti 

ing him for a Covenant, in Order to your Sandti 
tion. Why'then, ſay you, I'll take Chriſt and 
Luſts both I defy yon, Man; if you take him, 1 
muſt let theſe go away; yea, it is impoſlible 
take him, and hs your Luſts too; for whereof 


nant with Sin and Hell is abandoned. And th: 
fore, if any come to this Covenant to ſeek Se 
to = one Luft under it, it is no coming at all, i 
no Faith, but Fancy; yea, it is a mocking of 6 
and his holy Covenant, and will bring a Gurte x 
ou inſtead of x Bleſſing. To come to this Cover; 
1s to come to the In of God that takes away 


from Sin. But O, ſay you, I cannot think that 


been making Cod to ſerve with my Sins, and weary" 
him with mire Iniquities. Indeed, the Law. and oY 
venant of Works ſays, You are a dead Man, the 80 
that ſinneth ſhall die; but ſee what the Covenant 
Grace fays, Ja. 43. 24, 25. I, even I am be t 
zeth out thy Tranſgreſſion for my Names ſake. Take" 
Covenant then, and Pardon with it, as well as Pur 
cation. O but what fays the Covenant to one q 


9 


3 
th been neglecting Prayer, and forgetting God all 
Days? Why, there is no Word in the Law for 


I 


A, 


| - "Wu but Fury, Pour out thy Fury apon the Heathen, and the 
les that call net on thy Name. The Wicked ſhall be 
” Fs 2 a into Hell, and all the Nations that forget God. But 
/ 00 te is a Word even for ſuch ii the New Covenant, 
*. | | found of them that ſought me not. O come and take 


„e Treaſure you way neve- ſeeking after to this Day, 
rove it 4 


d it will ſweetly determine you to ſeek his Face all 


. Days of your Life O but what will the Covenant 
˖ 5 do ſuch whole Caſe you have not touched, and 
: — ioo think their Cafe nameleſs, and that Miniſters can- 


ot find out a Name for them, becauſe they are juſt | 


% MF iden among the Miſt of the botromleſs Pit, among 


* > Reck of Hell, ſo as they cannot be found our ? 
hs 5 hy, the Covenant hath a Word to you, Iſa. 62. laſt, 
15 : pu ſhalt be called Sought ext, a City not forſaken , there is 
Th : ame for you, thou ſhalt be called Seug5t out: This 
OY, "WP venant is ſent this Day to ſeek you out from the Bot- 
2 of the dark Priſon that you are in, whatever it be; 


you take the Benefit of this Covenant? Are you 
it, Man, Woman? Will you have a Chriſt to be 
Covenant to you? Young People, will you have 
„that you may not live in the Devil's Service? 

4 People, will you have him, that you may not 

Are ich the Devil in your Arms? Drunkard, will 
=o bare him, that you may get a Drink of the new 
TY ne of Conſolation? Unclean Perſon, will yon 

I e him, to waſh you that you may be fitted to walk 
de n him in White ? Swearer, will you have him, 


he Cul 
nd ti: 
k She'll 
t all, 
7 of vl 


ag = your Tongue may be ſhap'd for a Hallelyjab? 
'> in, Woman, who haſt ſeven Devils in you, will 
ghar; have him who hath the ſeven Spirits that are bo- 


e Throne ( that is, the ete Spirit with his 


| the 80 tous Q © | . 
| us Operations) that-he may put the Devil out o 
1 ; . and put his Spirit within It Whoſvever will 
Tale 1 have a Covenant this Day, that will make you 
"Pur tor ever. | Is there any here that diſpiſes all this 
vols e, ging, I will keep my Luft and Sins fay - 


hd you, 
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that Covenant? Say you ſo, Man! then as the Lon 


a better Bargain? No, no; the Devil himſelf do 


or, if you make a Shift while you live, O how will 


(ra 


_ what you will; it is but a new Scheme, fen, 
aps out of your own, Head, I have no Fancy ft 


lives, you have ſpoken this againſt your own Lis 
I proteſt againſt you in the Name of God, and Qik 
the Duſt off my Feet, in Witneſs againſt you, Tha 
on the 19. Day of Auguſt 1722, at a Communion : 
Dunfermline, Chrift, and in him all the Covenant 
Grace, was offered to you, and you refuſed him; an 
if you live and die in chan Mind, I fummon you to an 
ſwer for this Refuſal, before his au ful Tribunal at tl 
great Day. But, becauſe I am courting a Brice fa 
oe glorious Maſter, I would fain ſpeak her fair on he 
Narriage-day; therefore, O Refuſer and Deſpiſer 6 
Chriſt, will you bethink yourſelt yet, and take you 
Word again; many a Slight have you put upon th 
glorious Chriſt, and yet he is content to take you to 
all that, he is loath to take a Nay-fay ; and thereto 
I would ask, in his Name, before you give him a u 
tal Refuſal, will you tell me, Where will you do bl 


ter? Will a broken” Covenant of Works be a be 
ter Bargain for you? or will the black Coyenant wil! 
Hell and with your Luſts arti Idols be a bet 
Bargain for you? or is the vain, periſhing Wor we 

1 ef 


not think ſo, whatever he ſuggeſt to you. But agar _ 
before you give him a totaly Nay-fay and Refula 
will you tell me, how you will do without him 


ou die without him? and how will you ſtand 1 
ſudgment without him ? and Death and Judgmen 
may: be at Hand: There. are many dead, and aw 
to Eternity fince the laſt Communion here; and thüß 
may be the laſt Communion-Invitation that ever yo! 
will get: If you refuſe Chriſt now, it may be there 
laſt Offer that ever you will get of him; he hat 
taken many Refuſals off your Hand already. Aut 


finally before you refuſe him wholly, thi alt 
what you arc nabe bs dit a deſpicable Fo 


4 


* 
£ ; 9) 


His only begotten Son that lies in his Boſom, ſaying, / 


( 66 ) 


ed my Heart, and made me take up ſo much Glory . 
and Excellency in Chriſt, that I think all the World WM; aj 
nothing in Compariſon of him; and I think my 
Heart's Deſire is, O to have him for my Prophet, to 
take away the Darkneſs of my Mind; as a Prieſt, to 
take away the Guilt of my Sins ; and asa King, to take 
away the Power of my Luſts'! Fain would I have 
him, that thus my Soul may be bleſt in him, and his 
Name may be glorified in me. Why then, whatever 
ou think of your Faith, and of yourfelf, as the blackeſt 
Monſter of Sin and Guilt that ever was out of Hell, yet 
it ſeems you have the Faith of God's Ele&t I would 
fain hope, that ſome Souls in this Aſſembly are gript by 
the Hand of Grace, and content to ſign this Cover 
with their Heart: And woe's me that there ſhould be 
any here that would let all this Love an Grace, and thi 
good Prize go by them, and they never have a Heart to it. But 
yet ſome that have a Heart to ſign, may be ſaying, 0 
cannot write, I cannot believe, I cannot ſubſcribe, the I thin 
1 could ds it with a thauſand Good-wills Say you fo, Man! 
III tell you News, Chriſt hath the Book of the 
Covenant in the one Hand, and the Pen is in his other 
Hand, ready to ſet down your Name, and to ſubſcribe ll 
for you; only declare before Witneſſes that you cannot 
write, and do you touch the Pen, ſaying, Lord, ſet 
down my Name, conſenting to every Article of the Cove Wl 
xant, and pleaſed with the whole Frame of it. Say you 
ſo? well, it is done; for he hath the Pen of a read 
Writer; your Name is within the Bond already. Bu 
af Grace will help you to a new Act of Faith, a ſtrong- 


2 
Lon 4 


257» » = 


= > 
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er AR, read over the Covenant again, and hear how the of 


. Jehwvah 1s ſpeaking, and not I ; and ſpeaking to 


ive thee fer a Covenant of the People. Now, let Faith ay, 
rd, I take thee at thy Word ; I hear thee ſpeaki 
to thy beloved Sen concerning me a poor, dark, blind an 
bound Gentile ; wilt thou ever go Pack of thy Word to 
thy Son? No, in deſpite of the Devil, I think that is the 
ſureſt Word that ever was ſpoken ; it is to * = 


iv 


E-. 07 


Glory Will fpeakeft, and to me in him; and therefore, behold, I 
World take thee at thy Word; black and ugly as I am, the 
ik my Covenant can make me fair and clean: Thy Grace hath 
het, to uered me, thy Love hath drawn me, and I am 
teſt, to pleaſed with the Bargain; and I ſee it is the beſt Bar- 
to take gain that ever was, for advancing thy eternal Glory, and 

I have my eternal Good; I ſee it is all my Salvation, and all 
and his my Deſire ; I ſee it is well a in all Things and 
22 fure : Why then, the Lord be thanked that itis a done 
lac 


Bargain, and that God's Gift is taken off his Hand. 
II, yet * having taken the Covenant, newer ſtand to 
would lake the Seal in the Sacrament of his Supper. 


* * 


ript by il 


d bei 2 LES 2 7 
De Subſtance of ſome Diſcourſes after the 
it, But 


Sacrament, on the ſame Subject, 


- . F 


Oy 019 4 

1 7 7 Ow, my Friends, it were not fit I ſhould detain 
Man ou, by ſpeaking to the ſeveral! Sorts of People 
of rhe ere; 1 ſhall © y drop a few Words in the general. 
bars = think, if my Heart deceive me not, the t ing 1 


as helped to ſeek, ſome Time before this Solemnity, 


Cann” as not only Aſſiſtance to Miniſters, and to myſelf, ſo 
rd, {ct Ws to be carried mou the Work, for I thought that 
e Cove. ould ſoon come to little Account; but I would have 
ay y0' ad a Day of Power among you that are the People, that 
L ready he Glory of the Lord might ſhine among you. And 
„ Buß ov, what ſhall I fay ? G to whom is the Arm of the 


frong- ¶ Lord reves/cd ? Harh the Right-hand of the- Lord 
one 2 even the Man of his Right hand, whom 


e hath made ſtrong for himſelf? Hath the Lord ap- 


hall we expect that he will appear in the Work that is 
et to follow ? or ſhall our Prayer juſt only return to 
ur Boſom again? I would ask you, What welcome 


ot among you this Day? He hath given him for a Cove- 
me of the People ; and who'of all the People have wel- 
R WE * comed 


=. 


deared as yet for as much of the Work as is ever? or a 


tertainment hath Chriſt, the Father's gifred Covenant, 
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comed the Father's Gift? I fe there are many Foo!s 
here, that have a Price in their Hand, but no Heart to 
the Bargain. But to all the Deſpiſers of Chrift, and a! 
the Refuſers of Chrift in Lumſermline this Day, in caſe 
the Lord may catch you with a Word yet before you 
o, I have a Word to fay to you, whether you have 
en at the Lord's Table or not, Altho the Sacrament 
Table be drawn, yet the Covenant Table is not drawn, 
it is covered yet, and Chriſt is the Feaſt that is ſer upon 
it, and you are all welcome; for all that have eaten, 
there is Bread enough, and to ſpare, in his Father's 
Houſe: Chriſt as the Cevenant is offered to you, Man, 


to you, Woman, to you that are before me, and be-. 
hind me, and round about me, in every Corner of this ke 
Place; tho I do not ſee you, yet God's Eye is upon ing 
you, and his Word is directed to you: Yea, this c- 

an 


venant 1s directed and offered to you, he is the People's 
Covenant ; let the People come, be who they will, even 
the vile? Monſter of Sin out of Hell; God's giving him 
in this Goſpel, is your Warrant for raking him: And 
it you will not hearken to this Goſpel-Offer of Chriſt fo: 
a Covenant to. you, I charge you, in God's Name, and 
as you will anſwer at his Tribunal, to declare betore 
him and your own Conſciences, what ye have to ſay a- 
inſt hira: Is it that you are not holy? Nay, you Bin 
ll not have that to ſay, for to the unholieſt Soul 
here this Covenant is offered, for this End to make you 
holy; and never ſhall you be holy till you come and 
accept of it. Is it that you have not Grace to come 
Why, Man, when this Covenant is offered, Chriſt and 
all the Graces in him is offered, and among the reli, 
Grace to draw you : Andif you will not put away th 
Grace from you, it will take old of you. Is your Ob- 
jection this, I fear my Unbeliet, Enmity and III-will, 
put away all that Grace? Why, that is the thing moſt 
to be feared ; and yet, if that be indeed your Fear 
there 1s the leſs Ground of Fear; for this Covenant b 
offered to you, to take away your Ill-will and Enmi- 
ty. Are you content to have God's gifted. make” 
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to You to be received for that End, then there will 


* 
— 
* 


ſometk ing to pay, at leaſt he fancies ſo, and thereſo 


the Debt of Satisfaction will never be paid for me ; 

x Patt my Debt, nay, not the leaſt Farthing of d 
t, 

Faid by me: Why then, that Man ſtands fair for a 


- 


3 
1 that's obliged as a Debtor to none but hi 
ſelf, his own Pleaſure, and his Sen's Righteai 
neſs ; = ſtill you are obliged to obey his call, a 
your wilful Rejecting, is inexcuſable. And therefor 
if, after all, this Gift of God for a Covenant of 
People, be lighted by You, You not being conta 
that God ſhould rent and rive the old contract that 
berwixt You and Your Luſts, but eſteeming it abo 5 
this Covenant, betwixt God the Giver, and You vt ©* 
Refuſer, be it; let him and You reckon together 
hope I am free of Your Blood this Day, for there wi 
be Blood in the caſe: It You will not have the Blu 
of the everlaſting Covenant to waſh You, to juſtifie Yo 
to ſanctifie and ſave You, nor believe that God give: 


Blood for Blood; He that believeth not, ſhall be damn 
Remember what a free Offer of Chriſt You have 
this Day 5 You have nothing to pay for this Covena 
T give thee for a Covenam ; You have nothing to 
for a Pardon, the condition of the Covenant is fulfill 
by Chriſt, and in it is a full Payment of all Debt; 
therefore, ſo freelie is the Pardon, and Life offered i 
You, that You cannot haye it till You have nothing! 
pay for it. See how the creditor deals with theDebitor 
the Parable, Luke ) 42. When they had net him to pay, 
frankly forgave them both. Now, the legal old covens 
heart of many ſays, with the wicked Servant, I 
have Patience with me, and I will pay thee all; I will gi 
a better Man, I will fall a repenting and reform 
and then I hope Ged will pardon me? That Man hit 


he hath no Forgiveneſs. But when a poor Soul! 
brought to this, Oh, I have nothing to Pay ; if I beti 
Payer of my own Debt, it will never be paid for m 


Debt of Obedience, the Debt of Dutig ; I have noth 
were it but a good Thought, it can never * 
RY 


» 


E 


but UM miſſion, according to this free Covenant; When they 
Uighteo! nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Are You 
call, oi is new Covenant Way of it, to come and bring 
thereſal hing, and get all freelie out of the Covenant, that 
at of i ongs to Grace and Glorie, Debt and Dutie, Happi- 


and Holineſs? Now what ſhall I ſay to God, when 


18 conn J 
chat back to my cloſet, where I was pleading the laſt 
> it abo ek, that he would ſhew his Glorie, and draw ſome 
vou os fo himſelt? Shall I go with a complaint upon 


and fay, Lord, they will not come; they prefer 
rbaſe Luſts to the glorious Lord Jeſus; the Drank- 
prefers his cups to thee, the Whoremonger prefers 
Whoredom to thee, the covetous Man prefers the 
rid to thee, the Legaliſt prefers his own Righte- 


ther, 
. 
the Bla 
ſtiſie Yo 


8 eſs to thee ? Shall we complain to this Purpoſe ? 
1 will You give occaſion to 8 to complain upon 
* to his Father, fa ing, Father, thou didſt give me 
Coven: Corenant of the People, but yonder is a People 
ng to | punfermline, that care not for me, and deſpiſe thy 
is fulfill g They will not come to me that t might hade Liſe: 
N ill not the Father frown upon You, when the Son 


plains upon You : And, O, if You continue of 
Mind, he will frown You to Hell. But O may 
ope that ſome at leaſt have ſubſcribed their Names 
e Covenant this Day ? We would go back to God 


offered} 
nothing 


Debitor! 


by 735 a Song of Praiſe in our Mouths, - and glorific his 
e for the Wonders of his Grace; yea, If I may ſo 
vill on eſs it, Chriſt would with a glad Heart ſhew his Fa- 
wah. the Copy of the Covenant that You have ſigned, 
N that was offered and directed to You, as to the 


tiles, to theſe that were under Darkneſs, Blindnefs 


& 2 7 e, and in the Priſon of Sin, Death and 
ir T bet th, ill not the Father be pleaſed when the. 
d for me enant. Roll is read over, with the Names of all the 


me; ö cribers and Aſſenters to the Covenant, and your 
„among the reſt? There is one that ſubſcribed 


r Plame thus, I one of the People, one of the Gen- 
S '; I, one of the blind and bound Priſoners, aſſent- 


nc conſenting. Well may God ſay, Was not che 
ere eee | Core- 
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at thy Word, and are ſaying in their Hearts, Thy 8 


thers, it he and you, I ſay, be welcoming one all 


be a Covenant to you; Glory to him for the haf 


done another, and ſaid, We are both pleaſed, and: 


-  Venant and the People, it is a Meeting indeed! 


58 be OED 
Covenant directed and offered to the People of th 


Name? Yes, Father, it was. Why then, let u 
Name ſtand there regiſtrate to Eternity, it ſhall ne 


be blotted out for me, Him that cometh I will inn 0 
wiſe daſt out. ax) 
Since they had no better Name to ſign withal, thalfi" ; 
the Name of Sinner, Apoſtate, Backſhder, Crimiu - 
Leper, Blackamore, Slave, and Hell's Drudges ; y ae 
aſſenting and conſenting to this Covenant, this Cont Ln. 
. ' nant that they have ſubſcribed, ſhall make their Nam 8 
better than that of Sons and Daughters. They ſhi 15 
bave a Name among the Living in Jeruſalem, oe 
new Name, and the white Stone, that no Man kno Wh 
eth but he that receiveth it. Now, as we har 
Commiſſion from the Lord to tell You, that You... 
welcome to him; ſo, Oh, ſhall we have a Commill eſa 
on from You, to tell him that he is welcome to You i 
Since God the Father declares, that You're welcor 1 
to his Son, ſaying, 7# give him for a Covenant of the N os 
ple, ſhall we go and tell him, O God and Father( * 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yonder People have taken 148. -, 


is welcome to them? O if Chriſt and You welcat 
one another this Day, whether it be the firſt welco 
ing to ſome of you, or a GONG welcoming to 


ther this Day, Glory, Glory to God, that ever d 
Day dawn'd. Eternity will be Duration little enou; 
to praiſe him for this Day. Glory, Glory to God er 
the Three happy Meetings ; Glow to him for 

happy Meeting betwixt the Divine and Human Natl 
in one Perſon, and that is the glorious Perſon given 


Meeting berwixt Juſtice and Mercy, who have kt 
honoured by him, who is given for the Covenant 


the People; And Glory to him for the happy Mee 
betwixt the. Saviour and the Sinner, betwixt the V 


2» 


ö 
but in his own Perſon; he hath a Perfection of 
Parts here, and a Perfection of Degrees hereafter. 
But as to this Perfection of Parts in Time, it i; 
indeed manie Times ſo low, that the Believer can 
hardlie diſcern it. Why, may one fay, The Thing 
that frightens me is, leſt I. be a iel Antinomi- 
an, and a Goſpel nypocrite; becauſe, tho I think my 
Heart goes in to the Offer of Chriſt as a Cove- 
nant, yet 1 can never find the powerful and ſancti- 
fying Virtue of this Coyettant, to deſtroy. my Luſts 
and Corruptions, but AMI Iniquity prevails againſt 
me; And can I take Comfort in 'the Covenant in 
that Caſe, without abuſing free Grace to Licentiou!- 
neſs ? For clearing this, I ſhall only fay to You, i 
that if You can. no and cheriſh Sin, and yet 
take Comfort in the Covenant, that Comfort is 
ſuſpicious like, and flows from a Fancie, and not from 
the Faith of God's Operation; for he that hath thi; 
Hape, purifieth. himſelf, even as God i; puro, Faith pu- 
rites the Heart, wherever it is in Exerciſe ; and to 
take Comfort in or from the Covenant, and yet take 
Pleaſure in Sin, at the ſame Time, is a Dream, 
ang a Deluſion that the Believer cannot be under, 
unleſs he be in a Vit of Temptation. But as to 
Sin prevalling, Sin may prevail againſt a Believer, 
and yet he may have Comfort in the Covenant; as 
Dawid had, when he ſays, Iniquitfes prevail againſt m!; 


they are againſt my Will, againſt my Heart, againſt 


my Prayers, againſt my Inclinations ; and he im- 
mediatelic adds, As for our Tranſgreſſſons, thoa wilt purge 
then away, Pal. 65. 3. But thou, poor Soul, that 
fays You never found the ſanctify ing Virtue of the 
Covenant; Why, did You never get Grace to wreſtle 
againſt. Sin? That is ſome Virtue Doth Preva- 
lency of Sin never humble You to the Duſt } That 
is ſome , Virtue. - Do You ſee and lament Your own 
Unholineſs } That is ſome Virtue. Doth the Sen 
and Feeling of the Power of Sin never make You 
long for compleat Victory and Freedom from * 


* 
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That is ſome Virtue. Did the Power of a Body of 
Death never make you look upon yourſelves as wretch- 
ed, ſaying, O wretched Perſon that I am, who will deli ver 
me from ie? That is ſome Virtue, Did the Preva- 


lencie of Sin never drive You to the Blood of 


Chrift, the Fountain open for Sin and for Unclean- 
neſs? That is ſome Virtue. Are You never glad of 
any Victory You got over Your Corruption? Yea, 
that is ſome Virtue. How do You find it with 
"You, when the Light of the Covenant is ſhining on 
Your Soul ? Do You not find Your Heart rifing a- 
7 Sin? Then that is ſome Virtue. How do you 

nd it with you betwixt Hands, when Iniquity is pre- 
vailing! Do You not find yourſelf uneafie, and out of 
Your Hemet, ay till the Lord return? That is ſome 
= Virtue. Do not deny the ſanctifying Virtue of the 
Covenant; and what can be the Reaſon of it, that e- 
ven tho You ſign the Covenant, and go into it, yet 
You find fo little of its powerful ſanctifying Virtue ? 
PII tell You one Reaſon of Your Fickleneſs and In- 
conftancie this Way: It may be, when You ſigned 
the Covenant, You put not Your Name at the Foot 
of the Bond, but ſet. your Name too far up, as if You 
were a Party covenanting ; You are to ſign as a Party 
conſenting, but not as a Party contracting: The Co- 
venant was drawn up, and figned by two unchange- 
able Parties from Eternity, the Father and the Son; 
and Yeu forſooth, would have Your Name in the 
Midſt of the Contract, as if You were promiſing 


and contracting ſomething for Your Part conjunctlie 


with him, who is the Firſt and, the Laſt, and the 
All of the Covenant. Remember You are but a 
ou Aſſenter at beſt, and therefore put Your Name 
ower down; for Your Work is juſt to do No- 
thing, but to conſent to take him, to do all Your 
Work in You, and for You; for, ſays the Lord, 
in my Context here, My Glory will I not give to an- 
eber. He accounts it the Standing of his Glory, 
to perform all- that is 2 the Covenant; _ 
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be will not let any ſootie Scullion of Hell, like 
- you or me, count our Doits among his Gold. The 
* Place that vou take for Your Name in the 
Covenant, the more fickle are vu; but the lower 
Wt Place, the more ſtable : Therefore, when you figa 
the Covenant anew, put Your Name farther down, 
bäalo his who is the Covenant of the People; let 
1 him be the All of the Covenant to vou, the 
| Worker of all Your Work, and You but an On- 
4 waiter ; for his Glorie he will not give to another. 
Perhaps ſome may be ſaying, O Sir, the Thin 
that fears me at this Occaſion, is this, I am pnt al 


At in Confuſion, with the Differences that are among 
Pi You that are Miniſters. What do I know, bur 
. » 


the Reproach of a new Scheme does juſtly belong 
7 to ſome of You, and that I may be in a Delu- 

1 ſion? What do I know, but vour Way of open- 8 
4 ing the Covenant of Grace may be ſuch as others 
1 WI 


= 
—_— 
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call an Enemy to the Law, and to Hol ineſs 
Why, w@at ſhall I ſay to You, poor Thing? Let 
God be true, and every Man a Liar. The Lord 
forbid that we ſhould ſpeak wickedly for God, and 
| talk deceitfullie for him. If there be anie Perſon 
| here, that never found this Doctrine of Grace have 
| anie other Tendencie than to lead them to Li- 
ö „ centiouſneſs, I'll pawn my Life, that he is not a 
| \ Believer, but a Perſon ignorant of the Myſterie of 
the Goſpel. But what fay vou, Bekever, cannot 
your Experience bear Witneſs for God, and his 
. gracious Covenant, that however vile and unho- 
ie You find Yourſelf to be, yet when the New 

_ Covenant-Cord of free Grace is wrapt about your 
Heart, does it draw you to the Love of. Sin, or to the 
Love of Holineſs ? The more livelie Faith vou have 
of Chriſt's being Your Treaſure, Your Righteouſ- 
neſs, Your Covenant, Your All for Debt and Dutic 
both, do vou not find Holineſs the mare lovelie to 
You, and his Love conſtraining you the more to de- 
light in his Service? Let the Word of God, 2 
4 , a 


6 | | 


like Experience of all the Saints, in an Agreeableneſs 
The reto, decide Matters of this Sort. But, O poor Be- 
the {W&ver, do not caſt out with Chriſt, tho even manie 
Wer his Friends ſhould caſt out with one another; be not 
ſign mbled in a Day of Reproaches and Offences ; bleſ- 
en, are they that ſhall not be offended at Chriſt; 
let Your Hearts go in to the Offer of Chriſt as a Co- 


ant, to make you both holie and happie. No- Ww 
ou have got little this Day, leave the Complaint 


ther. en yourſelves, for God and his Ordinances are not 
hin blame; your Iniquities do ſeparate betwixt You 
t all WW Your God; and yet, ſay not vou have got no- 
nong g, f You have got but a Crumb, for a Cramb 

bur I ſomething that bodes that there is more coming 
long the Lord's Time and Way. Why, what is a 
Jelu- mb: If vou be made more humble than vou 
»pen- ., that is a Crumb Have vou got more Inſight 


thers 


[ d the Covenant? That is a Crumb. Have you 
nels! 


more Deſire after Chriſt? That is a Crumb. 


Let You longing more to be free of Sin, and like 
Lord e Chriſt ? That's a Crumb. Have vou got ſo much 
, and iWpives you a Stomachfor another Marriage-Supper? 
erſon Hat is a Crumb. If vou have not got ſo much as a 
have mb, Believer, it may be waiting for you in a 
Li- ſet, or a ſecret Corner; and in the mean Time, 
not a Lord may be calling vou to reflect upon ſome 
ie of long ſince Experience, when vou got a more ſenſible 


annot p of the Covenant than now ; and to live by Faith 


d his wait at Wiſdom's Door. And you that have been 
inho- and feaſted this Day, O reſolve, through Grace, 
New eccforth, a ſtated War againſt all Chriſt's Enemies 
your in You and without vou; and do all vou can; to 
o the , the Ground vou have gained upon Enemies; 
have ſit not down ſecure, otherwiſe Satan will ſoon 
eouſ- up Your Heels; ly not down to ſleep after Meat, 
Dutie God hath ted vou, to run the Race that is ſet be- 
ie to You, and to ſtrive who ſhall run faſteſt in the 
0 de- to Heaven, following Chriſt the Forerunner 
an ae to follow” none, but as they follow Chriſt: 


The 
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at the Back of the Door, ſaying, What Right 


("FS 43 7 
The moſt Godly Miniſters are but limited Example 
You are to follow them fo far as they follow Chr 
but no farther, Be ye Followers of me ( ſaid Paul) 4 
am of Chriſt: Take the Word of God for Your R 
and Goſpel-Truth for your Standard, and the rath 
that there are many in this Generation, who wol 
be content that ſome Goſpel- Truths were ſcraped « 
of the Bible; but let your Prayer be, Lord, ſ 
« forth thy Light and thy Truth, that the 
„guide me. In a Word, your Life muſt be 
Living by Faith upon the Covenant, the unchangeaf 
Covenant, that is eftabliſhed betwixt two unchangeal 
Parties, the Father and the Son. Here is a 
Ground of Faith; whereas the Reaſon of your ſtag: 
ing is, becauſe vou put th Yourſelf as the one 2 | 


who art but a Changeling, that changes every Tou | 


but it is concluded betwixt two unchangeable Part 
whereof none of them ever rues the Bargain. 
Rays the poor Soul, tho I have been helped to ff 
ſent to this Covenant, and ſubſcribe it with all! 
Heart, yet I fear I play the Devil, and my Hs 
break looſe again. Yea, it may be fo, bur this 
venant ſays, III have You to Heaven, if you » 
even a Devil; I'll draw vou back again tho you v 
even in the very Mouth of Hell: And I think,! 
will find he hath done fo heretofore, Believer, w 
You thought vou was ſo far down in the Pit, that 
Lord would never return again to lift vou up: 
hath returned, and ſurprized vou; and, it may 
hath done ſo, at this Occaſion. O bleſs hin, 
ſerve him, and improve his Covenant; yea, | 
tell vou, Believer, you having embraced the CV 
nant, it lies upon God's Honour to keep vo 
cauſe he ſtands engaged to his Son; his Won 
Honour is paſt. | | | 
Some, it may be, are ſtill queſtioning their RY 
to believe, their Right to rake Chriſt, their Rig 
ſubſcribe to this Covenant; they ſtand, as it f. 


79) 


mpl: 

Chri Indeed, if You were, a Party and Actor in this 
De cnant, vou might ſpeak at that Rate; but chat 
Rare not, You are only to be Aſſenter and Con- 


ner. Your Legal Heart dreams ay, that God will 


e rat 
> oi accept of you, unleſs you do fo and fo : But know 
ped at God in Chrift do all here ; and they have bound 


mſelves, b 4 this Covenant to do all: And if you 
I do any Thing, ftay till you be able to do more 
m God Path "3-2 than Chriſt hath done; and that 


ingen I never be. God engaged, in this Covenant, to 
ingen Chriſt's Hand, and to uphold him in the Work 
4 Redemption; che Father bears equal Burden in the 
ſtage e ork ; and all the three Perſons of the Glorious 
e Pa inity had an equal Will to it; and therefore, ſee- 

rinity hath done it, the Work is compleatly 


O what Fools are they then, that refuſe to join 
with this Covenant, becauſe of their own Short- | 
ing, and becauſe they cannot do ſo and fo ? Why, 


1 all can do all that vou are bound to do in this Cove- 
y He t, and that 1s juſt nothing at all ; for Chriſt is the 
"this venant, and the All in All of i it. If ever ou do 
ou * Thing in God's Sight acceptable, it is the Co- 
you v ant of Grace that does it in You. But now, as to 
tink, r Right to come to this Covenant, what Right 
er, id vou have, but meikle Miſchief and Miſery to 


Right on Your Part, and the Offer, Call, and 
mmand of Heaven to be a Right on God's Part? 


up: 
25 ere 1s all the Right to believe that I know. You 
him, d have a Right founded upon ſome Righteouſneſs 


Four own; You would have in your clouted Cloke 


the his fair Robe ; but God will have none of Your 
you ned Ri reouſheſs. The Right is now, Wel- 
Wort 40 a on oat to 15 et fanny Grace our of this 
f mant. Welcome guilty Soul to get pardoning Graco 
eir I of th ©: We come, blcky Sinner, to get fan- 
» Riv ing Grace « out '& this nes Welcome, Chief 


111 Singer above al Sinners, welcome w come 


es, 2 3 out of this Covenant. Will you 
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his Hand? His Name is Jeſus, becauſe he faves fron 
Sin. O let him in, and he will ſpeak for himſelf 


would make whole Holineſs to you, but or broke rovi 
- taking of him makes broken Holineſs. s 1 
Performer of the Covenant, and the Performance itſeii em 


_ -- And that will pleaſe him; when you. get Chriſt u 
Es A a 
need; and when God the Father een Chriſt in 


7} 
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J muſt do that before I come? Why Man, will you te e 
me, who but the Devil taught you to take Chriſt 
Room, and to take his Work and Employment om Tes 


he will ſay to the Devil, Stand by, for I have bre Let! 
en your Head; he will ſay to Sin, Stand by, for 
have condemned you by the Sacrifice of my ſelf : Ee 
condemned Sin in the Fleſh. Yea, he will ſay ro d. 
uſtice, Let me through to Heaven, with all M emp 
nſomed at my Back; for I have given you ful an 
Satisfaction O let him ſpeak for himſelf Chr Fart 
hath got the guiding of all about the Covenant; ar 


when we take him, we take Holineſs with him, each 


take perfect Holineſs in him for Juſtification ; and w: a 

et an imparted Holineſs from him for Sanctificatio 
What is the Reaſon of your Want of Holineſs ? 
cauſe you do not take Chriſt: What is the Reala 
that ſome who take Chriſt, have little Holineſs abou 
them? Even becauſe they take him very aukward!y 
if I may ſo call it, they take him backwardly. If ent 
were better at taking what God gives, we would fl 
more Holineſs ſpringing up; whole taking of hi 


he is tie ence 
the Doer of all our Work in us and for us: And! 3 hem! 


our taking him, and believing on him were more pi 
fe&, our Holineſs would, be more perfect too, ff 


5 Faith purifies the Heart; a poor lean Faith mak | 


poor lean Obedience and Sanctification. O if yu 
could get Chrift once in your Arms, you get all fat 
the Father hath promiſed ; Bur poor Soul, the bef 
Way for you, when you find your own Weakneſs s {ct 
Wickedneſs, and fear the Father's Wrath, is to ai ke 
Chriſt, as it were, and ſhut him into the Father's Arn. 


your Arms, you want no more, you have all J 


0 


0 


5 E 
Arms, he wants no more, he hath all that he fecks, 


ou tei 75 my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleaſed, 
mri Know this Covenant, as it is enlarged upon, in the 


BS Text and Context 1. It is a Covenant for Light, a 
nM Light to the Gentiles : Chriſt is the Wiſdom and 
mſelf Light of poor Souls, and teaches them all the good 
bro Letfons that they learn: What Leſſons? Why, he 
Neells them what is the Way to Heaven, ſaying, I am 
eum; he preaches himſelf, and it ſets him well ſo 
Wo do; He Reus them how a Man is made full by 
11 cmprying himſelf ; Een I am weak, then am I ſtrong. 
zu fut any ſay, I'll do * Part of the Covenant, he his 
Chrüter; why, that is all wrong ? if you make him not 
t; au he All of the Covenant, you make him nothing. He 
m, eaches a Man how ro diſcern his Voice, My Sheep hear 
nd we 2 Voice. He cauſes them to diſcern a ſpiritual Preach- 
cation ing, a Goſpel Preaching ; a ſpiritual Prayer, a ſpiritu- 
2 Be erciſe. Some will tell us, it is the Great and 
R ea Learned Folk of the World that know Preaching beſt: 
abo ea, ſome Learning may make them know how 


al 
al 


1 ardlr WY ords clink together, but he who is the Light of the 
If entiles, makes all, whom he ſavingly enlightens, ta 
1d f ow his Voice in a Preaching, The ſpiritual Man Judges 
of hin 7hings ; he teaches them to read God's Will out of a 
broke rovidence, and to ſee more of God in ſome Provi- 
is th ences, than others ſee in all his Ordinances, he teaches 
e irc em to make uſe of the Enemies Weapons againſt 
And i <mſelves. Why, ſays Satan, will ſuch a vile Thing, 
re pe. thou art, come to Chriſt ? Yea, ſays the Soul, be- 
00, fol auſe I am vile, I am the more fit. He teaches them 
make c to dwell befide the Fountain, and how to live 
if za God; and the man that doth this, cannot ay live 
111 tba ren two Prayers in the Day. You that never knew 
he bel more about Prayer than your Morning and Even- 
1cſs aus ſet Time, of Prayer, it ſeems you was never taught 
; to table him that is the Light of the Gentiles. O 
s Arn) ike him, and he will teach you how to cry, Aba, 
brit er, and to rejoice and work 9 7 O when 
all 50 * comes, and diſcovers himſclt to the Soul, with 
t in M  Þ_ C bis 
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9 
his Robes Royal on him, that Soul is filled with Jo . 
and Peace in believing. | | 4 1 
2. It is a Covenant for Sight, to open blind Eye 4 

A Man that 1s called Jzsvs, opened mine Eyes, ay X 
the blind Man. O there are many ſorts of blini 
People, that need to go to Chriſt for opening thei 
Eyes: Some are blind Atheiſſs, who ſay in theif 
carts, There is no God; they fee not the Majeſty of 
God, they ſee not the Juſtice of God, they ſec nal 
the Grace of God, G. O that they were flocking tl © 
him who is the Opener of blind Eyes. Some are blind 'Y _—_ 
Civilians, they are very ciyil in their Walk, bw 
as far from Grace as the former; they do not dil: 1 
cern the Things of God, know nothing about Cal 
of Conſcience ; There are ſome Mens Prayers ani 
Preaching they underſtand not, if they be SpiriculM 
and Evangelical: The Man knows not himſelf, but if 
pure in his own Eyes , his Neighbours, it _y be, wil F 


# 
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call him a good Man, an honeſt Man, and he judę bone 
himſelf to be what People call him, and yer he i; Loe 
Rebel and Traitor to God; he hath not much Il! th de 
Men can challenge, but O there are many Thi tor 
that God can challenge him for. God can ſee his Vic I 
in the Thing that he thinks to be Virtue and Ino unte 
cence; he may pray, and is content and conccitci . Prie 
to hear himſelf pray, and he ſees no Fault in l of : 
Prayers. O have not ſuch need of Chriſt to opel a in! 
their Eyes? Some are blind in the Matters of Rely and 
on, they think all their Sins are Sins of Infir mit: Sou 
No Doubt we are Sinners, ſay they, and great Sin the 
ners; who want their Faults more than we? O blind al 
Souls! know that Chriſt is the Opener of blind Eye ren 
There are blind Folk that know their bodily Ca* bee 
but not that of their Souls; they obſerve Bodi in 
Providences, but not Soul Providences ; they kno" Pri 
not Down-caſtings nor Upriſings of Soul: 0 $ We to 
Chriſt, and he will let you ſee. Some are ww Oy 
with Beſpect to any diſtinet Knowledge of the Go in 
pel, they ſee not the Ground of Faith; they won de 


bal 


; 1 
ich J oid their Faith on their little Bit of Holineſs, ra- 
| Eyes Sher than on God's holy Covenant, that only can 
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c . ake them holy; and hence their Holineſs is ay to 
nul ek: They ſee not how a Man is juſtified in a Mo- 
f bing ment, by an imputed Righteouſneſs, a Righteouf- 
1g ther neſs compleat and full; = ſee not how fuſtifi- 
3 cation can be compleat, without ſomewhat of their 
65 1 own, to make it look fair in Ged's Sight: O ſeek in to 
0 na coriſt, that he may open your Eyes. Again, many 
Un Ware blind with Reſpect to true Faith, they cannot 
K 10 Naive a Reaſon of their Faith ; they have loſt their 
k, bu 


Text, and cannot give a Ground upon which they 
believe : It may. be, they will ſay, they have be- 
licved all their Days. O Stranger to Faith! The 
Son of God is given to be the Opener .of blind Eyes, 
he is a Covenanted Eye-falve for all blind Folk. 
But then, | 

3. It is a Covenant for Tiberty, to bring the Pri- 
ſoners out of the Priſon-houſe : The Son of God is the 
Looſer of Priſoners, by his covenanted Indenture with 
the Father ; the Spirit of the Lord God is upoh him, 
for he hath anointed him: Why, Chrift knows all the 
Priſon-houſes, and all the Bands; he was made like 
unto us in all Things, Sin only excepted ; Such an High 
Prieft became us, &c. Yea, Chriſt carries all the Keys 
of the Priſon-houſe ; the Keys of Hell and Death are 
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0 4 ; In his Hand ; he opens, and none ſhuts ;- and ſhuts, 
Relig and none opens. The Devil, it may be, hath the poor 
N Soul bound Hand and Foot in the Priſon ; but in comes 
5 Un be King of Nations, the Clink of whoſe Keys makes 
7 Eye uche Devils tremble, and he orders the 3 to, 
d 0 eemove his Chains, then, Dumb and deaf Spirit, I charge 
04% ee to come out of him, ſaid Chriſt to the poſſeſt Man 
** in the Goſpel; 1o- ſays he, when he comes to looſe a 
7 ” Priſoner, Thou wicked, unclean Spirit, I charge thee | 
nin to come out; Thou covetous and worldly pris I 
a Gol clarge thee to come out; Thou Atheiſtical, un liev? 
3 pirit; Thou lying and ſwearing, Thou drunken and 


in 
Gbauched Spirit, Oc, I charge thee to come out, let 
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that Soul go free; and if a. Son make you free, then 
are you free indeed. It may be the Law hath the 
Man in Chains; for by the Law is the Kn-wiedge and 
Conviction of Sin. The Law comes and ſeeks his Ma. 
ſter's Rent, ſaying, Pay what thou oweſt ; and the Spi- 
rit of God comes along with the Law, and convicts the 
Man, and he every Day hears himſelf cried over the 
—— as ĩt . and put to the King's Horn, there 

ing m ds regiſtrate upon him; he 1s carried 
wire 4 and there he lies, jo the Wrath of 
God, and the Execution of the Curſe, and Threatnipg 
of the holy Law. But behold, the Son ot God comes, 
ſaying, Open to me the Gates of Righteouſneſs, his 
Name is, TER Lo RD our RiehTEOUSNESS. The 
Law is exceeding broad, but there is a Righteouſne!s 
as broad as it can be. Many are long in this Priſon, 
| becauſe they take a Threatening, and dwell upon that; 
but believe the Goſpel-promiſe, and grip to the Gol- 
pel-Righreouſneſs, and you ſhall be looſed. Others 
dwell long in this Priſon, becauſe. if they take a Pro- 
miſe, they take a conditional Promiſe, and make no 
right Uſe of it, ſuch as that, 70 you that fear m 
Name, ſball the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe. There is 4 
ſweet Promiſe, the Sun of Righteouſneſs his Ariſing ; 
but then the Condition of fearing his Name, that knocks 
off their Fingers, and hinders them from applying it, 
becauſe they think they want the Condition: Therc- 
fore, Man, either take an abſolute Promiſe, that hath 
no Condition in it at all, promiſing the Condition 
too; or elſe, if you apply the conditional Promiſe, 
take Chriſt for the Condition to make up all to you, 
and chen you will find a Looſing of Priſon-Bands. 
If you will not be content every Day and ever) 
Hour of the Day, to be in God's Common, in Free 
Grace's Common, you will ly and rot in your Priſon. 
Many abide ng this Priſon, becauſe they would 
fain live to two Husbands, both Chriſt and the Law, 
Me cannot live to Chrift, unleſs we be dead to tbe 
Law, Gal. 2. 19, 20. but the Man would embrace 
IA et | > Chrilf 
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r 
rift for a Husband, and yet ſtand ſeeking to an- 
er the Demands of the Law: But wheneyer the 
aw demands any Thing of you, you muſt ſend the = 
aw to Chriſt, that hg may anſwer it, and then you | 
ill be looſed. Some abide long in Priſon, becapſe 
ey build the Faith of God's Love on the Work of 
od, and not on the Fruth of God; and hence it is, 
at when God's Work within them Divines, then 
ir Faith Divines alſo; but Faith will never be 
m and ftable, till ir build more upon the Truth 
the Covenant. The ftable Chriſtian lives by Bills 
Exchange, but the weak, unſtable Soul counts all 
what he hath in his Pocket ; by what he hath 
Hand, and not by what he hath upon Bond. 
t how does Chriſt, the Covenant of the People, 
n the Priſon-doors ? Why, he even teaches the 
to ſay, Let Satan, Sin, 1 and the Law 
e along with me to Chriſt; and what I can- 
anſwer, he can; what I want, he hath en 
ſupply. Come, and lay all my Sins on my 
t I may away to Chriſt with them, and ger 
re Mercy and Grace, for Chriſt is the All in 
of this new Covenant: And in this Way the 
loner is looſed, to the Devil's ſhame, and to 
it's Honour. Stand to your Liberty, poor Soul, 
let your Sins and/ Wants haſten, and bri you 
ard to venture upon Chriſt, that he may looſe | 
O that the Day of the Son of Man were 
e, when Zion will get a Thouſand Atheiſts at a I 
ught, when Chriſt will get a Multitude of Pri- — — 755 
rs liberate ! * FLY 
It is a glorious Covenant, contrived wholly for 4 
iy ing God, and debaſing ſelf; therefore it folk 
„ 1 am the Lord, that is my Name, my Glory will © lf 
ve to another, nor my Praiſe te grauen Images, 
counts it the ſtanding of his Glory, to perform 
hat is in this Covenant. and not to give any 
ture a ſhare of it; he will not break his Credit, 
FS once engaged himſelf in Covenant , and he will 
2 5 Dot 
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not ſuffer any to gather up the Rent and Revenue of i 
but himſelf., My Glory will I not give to another. |: 
ſtands en his Glory, his Word of Honour, his Wort 
Royal; he himſelf will do all, and no Inftramen 
1 have the Glory of it. If you give Inftrument 

any of the Glory, it is the Way to blaſt the Inſtr. 
ments; and blaſted may they be, rather than tha 
Chriſt ſhould want any of the Glory due unto hi 
Name. Therefore, for the Lord's ſake, if ye get an 
Thing this Day, do not give the Glory to any Inſtr: 
ment ; for, ſays God, 1 am the Lord, that is n 
Name, and my Glory will I not give to another: An 
for his Glory's ſake, do not think of doing an 
Part of the” Work yourſelves; there ſhall none g. 
any of his Glory but himſelf. Means belong to ya 
ad, in God's Name, I charge you to make Uſe « 
them, and the Obligation to Duty lies upon you 
But if you have any Regard for the Glory of Go 
Jet. God have the Glory of the whole Pe ne 
not I, but Grace: Either the Lord will bring you 
this, or he will bring you to nothing. Let it be yo 
Maxim in Religion, to make always much Room f 
the free Grace of God in Chriſt. | 

What ſhall I make of all this you have been tellin 
me? Why, have your Hearts gone into the Cv 
nent of free Grace? Then I call you to a Du 
ſuch as you have, Yerſe 10. Sing unto the Lori 
new Song, and his Praiſes from the Ends of the Em 
Whence you may notice, That when God. is g! 
ing a full and free Covenam, then it is a fit I 
to injoin a Duty; for then the Man is at ti 
O what ſhall 1 render to the Lord? Nothing 
vances Holineſs ſo much as the Pg a full and f 
Covenant : Why, becanſe Chriſt walks in the M 
of the Covenant, and he is the Covenant, and 6 
Whole of the / Covenant; and when the Cov 
comes, he comes; and his very Preſence warms® 
Heart, and that Warmneſs enlarges it, and © 
the Man is at that with it, TI ra the Way , 


. ) | 
mmmandments, becauſe thou enlargeſt my Heart. Yea, | 
vhen the free Covenant comes to a Man, and pets | 
he Throne, then Holineſs will run of Courſe. The 

arrowneſs of your "Thoughts. of free Grace hin- | 
ers all your Holineſs, for Chriff' will not fit down 


_— there the Covenant gets not the Throne. When 
he free Covenanrs comes, it makes Self 50 do the 0 
to hoor, and bids Pride be gone; for Holineſs hath : 
et an Charge never to lodge in the fame Room with | 
Inst ride. When the Covenant comes in, Pride goes 


t; and when Pride goes out; Holineſs comes in, 
or he gives Grace to the Humble; and the moſt 
ectly humbling Thing in all the World, is a 
ew of the free Covenant, where God gets all the 
xlory, and Self nothing of it: Nay, when the Co- 
nant comes, it makes Self think ſhame of itſelf, 
d hide its Face with Bluſhes In a Word, when 
he Covenant comes, it contains in its Boſom all 
de Furniture that is necefiary for making a Man 
dly ; and alſo, this Covenant ſhews to a that 


u puch is m_—_— him; and when much is forgiv- 
om him, he loves much. And where there is much 


ove, there is much Holineſs, for the Love of 
rift conſtrains him: Therefore, where this Co- 
de cant never comes, Holineſs never grows; but when 
e Covenant of Grace in its Freedom and Ful- 
is takes Place with a Soul, there Holineſs flou- 
be Ent hes. Would you know wherefore there is ſo 
ch Wickedneſs, and ſo little Holineſs in Scot- 
a, for all the talking of Holineſs, as if the free 
ſpenſation of Goſpel-Grace would marr it? The 
bing 7 Reaſon is, Little of this Covenant is known; 
and H keep faſt hold of their Sins, becauſe they will 
ae hold of this Covenant. Where there is 
hing of this Covenant, there is no Holineſs, 
| ** r this Covenant, there is little 22 
| j tp winere much 1 
varms i ouch Holi : of this C e takes Place, 
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1 The new Covenant brings in tbe new Sg, 
| 10. Sing unto the Lord a new Song, and the n 
Se is the new. Obedience; and the new Ob: 
„ encſ 1s Obedience of Faich and Love, 


- 
: 
. 


dat Obedience ef Faith and Love is Goſpel.- k 
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" Hines] O then, let the Goſpel-covenant have Rn 
F or Holineſs will. never thrive : Take in the ( 
A venant, and ir will make you ſing, Sing to 
3 Lon à new Song, and his Praiſes t6 the Enas of | 
8 " "Earth; for be that offereth Praiſe glirißeth God: |\ 
[/ © the more you glorify God, the more will ye 
Holineis will be like that of the Redeemed abo 


— 


ho are ſinging the new Song in the * Jeruſalem. 
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